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To the Honourable 

William Coddington, Efq; 



SIB, . 

|T is not barely to 
giyc.youapublick 
Teftiffiony of my 
Gratitude for ma- 
ny perfonal Favours, nor 
yet of that Efteem and Re- 
fpeft which all Men bear 
you, for your Angular Equi- 
ty and Benevolence, not on- 
A 2 ly 
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ly in private Life, but in all 
the various Offices, in which 
you have ferved and adorned 
your Country i that I prefix 
your Name to thefe Papers ; 
ButbecaujfeanAttempt tore- 
cover feme Account of this 
happy l{land,and to makea re- 
ligious Improvement of the 
merciful Providences of God 
towards it,is juftly due to the 
lineal Reprefentative of that 
worthy Gentleman, who was 
the great Inftrument of it's 
original Settlementt 

Your honoured Grandfa- 
ther IVilUam Coddington^ E{q; 

V4S choien in England to be 

an 
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an Jffiftant of the Colony of 

the Mafachufetts'Bay, A ©. 

1629, and in i^^o came o- 
ver to Neiof' England with the 
Governour and the fDharter, 
&c. after which he was feve- 
ral Times rechofen to that 
honourable and important 
Office. He was for Ibme 
Time Treafurer of the Colo- 
ny. He was with the Chief- 
eft in all publick Charges, 
*and a principal Merchant 
in Bofton\ where he built 
the firft Brick Houfe. 

In the Year 1^37, when the 
Contentions ran fo high in 
the Country, he was grieved 
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of Laws, which has been the 
Bafis of our Conftitution 
andGovernraent ever fince j 
and the next Year being 
chofen Governour of the 
Colony, declined the Of- 
fice. 

In 1^51, he had a Com- 
miffion from the fupream 
Authority thien in Englnnd, 
to be Governour of the If- 
land, purfuant to a Power 
referved in the latent : But 
the People being jealous 
* the Commiflion might af- 
fect their Lands and Liber- 
ties as fecmed to them by 
the Patent*, he readily laid 

it 
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it down on the firft Notice 
from England that he might 
do fo ; & for their further Sa- 
tisfadion and Contentment, 
he, by a Writing under his 
Hand, obliged himfelf to 
make a formal Surrender of 
all Right and Title to any of 
theLands, more than his Pro- 
portion in common with the 
other Inhabitants, whenever 
it Ihould be demanded. 

After thathefeemstohave 
retired much from publick 
Bufinefs, till toward the latter 
End of his Days, when he was 
again divers 1 imes prevailed 
with to take theGovernment 
upon him; as he did particu- 
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the true originalEnds of this 
Plantation, 1 am fure of your 
Patronage. And as to what 
relates to fome Articles, dif- 
ferent from your Judgment 
andPradice in religiousMat- 
ters, theGenerofity and Can- 
dour you inherit from your 
great Anceftors, will eafily 
bear with me, endeavouring 
to vindicate my own Opini- 
ons on fuch an Occafion, , 

I hope there are few or no 
Errors in the Matters of Fa£b 
related, or the Dates that 
are affigned j to prevent any 
Miftakes,! have carefully re- 
viewed the publick Records, 

and my other Materials ; this 

Review 
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Review has bro't to my Know^ 
ledge orRemembrance many 
Thiags, that were not menti- 
oned in the Pulpit, which 
however it feemed ought not 
to be omitted. 

r 

I defigned to have put all 
the Additions and Enlarge- 
ments, in the Form of Notes 
for my own Eafe, but have 
been pe rfwaded to weave as 
many of them as were pro- 
per into the Body of the 
Dlfcourfe« as what is general- 
ly moft pleafing to the Rea- 
der, I am very feiifible, ie- 
veral Things will be t hot too 
minute or perfonal by Stran- 
gers, but tne Delcendents; of 
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Perfons €6ricef ned^- ■ m& 
itants bf theCoiony, 
tHll readily pardp'ft m6. -And 
fome other Things which are 
lattiilkriy kndwri • aniortg Our 
felves, will h& tieceffar y to 
pthers. , . ^ .., '. J 

■ It is miifch to be lamented 
that mafey fallible- Matiu- 
fcri^ts 6i fehi# df the flf ftSet- 
?ert hert , ^alrd^ foon embe^- 

^Andidis tnuch 
^?ybe¥ilted^ thtt foi^Gen- 

Jea^Sn^afiy 6fthe© ^IdPap^fs 
<ai eati be^cMridSiifperfed a- 

^¥MSt f kfej • witb dhfe .? pubiick 
- >^ V :I Records,' 
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BLe©ords,-would;furiii(h iMft; 
terials f5:>r a juB .HifioryKs^i^ 

^Colom 






"What IS Herd pteferited tc^ 

your View, will by noMei'rt^ 
fiiperfede fuch'a Defigti ,♦ I 
rather hope it w^ltilimulatc 
Gentlemen id dtienyj Part of 
theColooyi to ftidke; a Search 
afteif fuch Paper^^ and more 
cfpeciallyttdir, while theNm- 

England Chronology) is. in Hand, 

compofing by a Gentleman^ 
above allExGepfibns.3tihiverI 
fally ackaowledged the belt 
verfed in the Hiftbry of the 
Gonat^y, ah<i the moft ca, 
pableto give ,.thav World .^ 
juft and clear Idea 6f iall our 
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civil and religous AfFair5,and 
tpho is gAvesidy fo well fur-: 
nifhed with Materials from 
every other Part of theCoun- 
rry. 

That the moft High 
would be pleafed to blels 
you with all the Bleflings of 
Grace and Providence, to- 
gether with your pious Lady 
and numerous Offspring, is 
the Prayer of 

Tour Honours 
moft obliged 
humlle Servant^ 

ifeutfort on Rhd^Jflanif 



'' \ 



John Callender, 



(O 
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An Hiftorical Difcourfe,&cJ 






P S A L. LXXVII. 10, II, 12. 

/ will rememhr tht Tears of tbi right Hand of thi 

. mofi High, 1 will rttntmbir tbi IVark of tbi 

LORD^ furely J will nmembtt tby U^0nders cf 

oldf I will miditati alfo of all tbj Wnk^ and 

talk of tby Doings. 

^ S It is now more than a Cett-- 

tury ^(ince the Lands within 

the prefent Patent^ or Char- 

^ . - ^ — ter of this Colony, began to 

S^©»ISS^ ^ ^''^'^ ^y ^"S'iJh Men, 

and inhabited by Chriilians 

our Anceftorsj and as tbis 

Day is juft an Hundnd Tears fince the Indian 

Sachems * Miantommy and the ancient Canonicui 

m 

* Tlie Name of this Saeiemis ufually fpclrin the printed Dooks^ 
Adianiommcf\/h[xi in all lYicManufctiptt^ Myanfcvomy^ or Mian* 
Ur.pme^ or MtwforwMU y ati^ the Name is To pronounced by 
the People who take the ^cund by Tradition, and not from 
the liuoksj vsith chc Accent on ;he lail Sellable bucoae 










( 



'i-»' 
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his Uncle and Guardian^ figncd the Grant . of 
Aislfland, /^ Mr. Coddington and bis Friends 
united with bim 3 and as Mr. JobnClark theFoun- 
der under GOD, and the jfrjf Eider rftbisCburcb^ 
and it^s liberal BenefaCior^ was a principal Inftru- 
jjlenr, in negotiating the Forchaie, and Settle- 
ment of the Ifland, as he was likewife afterward, 
10 obtaining and maintaining the old Patent, and 
procuring the prefent Charter ; I tho't it would 
bp b.ut proper, to defer our Le£lure, which in 
Courfe fell out on Yefterday, to this Time ; and 
j)ow, I'prppofe to lay before you, fuch an Ac- 
fount as I have been able to colle£|;, of the Oc* 
cafion and ib$ Manner of our fitft Settlement, to- 
gether with a Jhort View, oftbe civil anid religious 
Hifiory, and the frefint State ^f the Colony. And 
then to entertain you, with fuch Reflexions, as 
ihc Subjed will fuggeft^ and fucb Kemarh^ as 
mayferve to difpofe, and afliii us, to # religious 
Improvement of thofe memorable Occurrences. 

I confefs the Account I have been able to col- 
fedl, i$ very lame and impcrfe£k, and for that 
Keafon, I (hould have laid afide the Defign, if 
i had not thought it. In Reality a Duty, to re- 
coIle<5l and review fo much as we can, of the 
ihercifol Providence of GOD, in the fettling and 
preferving this Colony ^ and that we ougbt to r$* 
Member the Tears of tbe Kigbt Mand of tbe mofi 



jin Hifiorkal Di/courfi^ &c. j 

Highy tie Works of the Lord^ and th iVonders of 
fftd, to meditate of bislVorky and talk of bis Divings. 

And here in order to lay before you feme 
Account oftbe Occafion and Manner of our firji 
Settlement^ and the Conduft of divine ^rovidcnc^ 
towards us ever fince ; it may be proper, prcvi- 
cufly to mention, a few Things relating to th< 
Settlement <?/ New- Engl and in general^ 

And that we may take Things from the Be- 
ginning, be pleafed to obfcrve that OSlober i#. 
1492, * this Part of the World fince Called A^ 
mericay before that wholly unknown to the reft, 
was firft difcovered by CbriflapJber Columbus^ a 
Genoefe^ in the Service of tbe King of Spain. The 
Pope foon after, generoufly bellowed the new 
Worldy on the Spaniards^ they made many fuc* 
cefsful Voyages^ and many geat Cmquejis and 
Settlements in tbe foutbern Parts of tbe new fcund 
World. Their Succefs, and the immenfe Riches^^ 



* Where feveral Writers, give the fame Account, •fif nee4-> 
Icfs to quote any one in particular, as 'cis alio, where tqe 
Account^ is taken from a Comparifon of many Authoiip 
v'ith one another. However, I have followed ih% D^tttS; m 
the New England Chronology y where the moft material Fadfe 
are colledkcd, and placed in the trucft Light, and the 
Dates fixed with the greateft Accuracy^ 'and Exa^nefi. 
The Reader will obicrvc many Expreflioni marked •* •*. 
thefc are the very Words, of the Authorities I follow, and 
which I chufe to make ufe ot as often ai conveniently 
night be. 

C 2 they 
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they carried home to Europe^ did in Proccfs of 
Tinte, excite other Nations, to put in for a Share 
with them. Among the reft the Engltjh ( -who 
had narrowly mid the Advantages, of the firfi 
DifcGvery ) beGdes their Enterprises on the Spa^ 
niards^ made many fuccefsfive Attempts, to dif- 
coyer and fettle in Nor tb- America. 

In 1578 or 1579, there was a Patent granted 
by Queen Elizabttb for fix Years to Sir H. Gil- 
hrty to plant^ and inhabit fome northern Part$ 
of America ^MDpoScfi'd by anyPrince, with whom 
ihe had any Ailiancc, 

March 25. 1584, Qiiccn Elizabeth granted to 
5ir IV. Raleigh a Patent for foreign Parts not 
poflcflcd by any ChriftianPrince. And the fame 
Year^ he took PoflTeffion of the Country, to the 
weft ward of Roanoke^ and called it Virginia^ in 
Honour of his Millrcfs. He fent three fcveral 
Colonies, to fettle in thofe Parts, who all failed. 
As did Capr. Gofnold in a like Attempt, to fet- 
tle, in'what, isGnce called NeW'England^ which 
be firil difcovered in 1602. And feveral other 
;^ttempts hfiet with the like ill Succefs.- 

April ip^ 1606, King ^aw^T divided Virginia 

into two Colonies, which were called South and 

Nofthjthe firft between 34and 4iDegreesNQrth, 

9r}d the laft between 58 und 45, and they were 

- ' not 
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not to fettle, within an hundred Miles of ono 
another. By 161 1 xht /autbern or London G?i»- 
pauy^ had made an efFe(^ual Settlement ; while 
the northern or Plymouth C^^p^/vy were almoft 
difcouraged at their repeated Difappointments* 
However Judge Popbatn^ Sir Ferdinando Gorges^ 
and others, continued their Attempts, and their 
Defigns, till divine Providence began aSettlemenr, 
within their J urifdidlion, without their Know* 
ledge or Contrivance. 

It is acknowledged on all Hands, rhejfrj? SU^. 
tlements of New- England^ were a Confequenctf 
of the Difputes, which attended the Reformation 
in England ; and therefore we muft obferve,- 
that during this Time, viz, 1517, Learning ha« 
ving revived all over Europe^ the Keformation 
was begun by Lutber^ and others in Germany^ 
and carried on in fevcral Parts of Cbriftendom^ 
particularly in England^ where, after a long 
Struggle, it was finally eflablifhed, by A£t of 
Parliament^ under Qiieen Elizabeth^ who begaa 

to reign November 17. 1558- 

• « 

As the whole Cbriftian Religion^ had been cor- 
rupted, and disfigured by the Inventions and Im- 
pofitions of Popery, in a long Courfe of Time, 
it is h far from being to be wondered at, that ic 
could nor, but be cxpeded, that many, who 
W^r^juftly and equally ofFcndcdj- at the horrid 



f^rifptian^ of Poj»f jTy fhoi»ld yet be anaWc^ 
emirely to agree ta their Semimcnts, of what 
Things were lo be reformed, or how far, they 
ftiDoid carry the Refbrntation at the firit And 
yet rhij, waj every^ where, a great and unhappy 
RemofM to rhaC gforiots Work, and gave their 
Enemies, a very cohfiderable Advantage, which 
ihey well knew how^ and failed not to im* 
prove- to the utmofl. 

The EfTeds of thefe Divifions, and the Ani- 
ntofitJes with which they were maintained, were 
feie in England^ not only, in the Beginning of 
iftie Reformatian, but after it was eftablifhed, and 
^ven ever finoe to this Bay. Among the Re- 
formers in Qtieen Elizabetb\ Reign ( many of 

whom had been Exiles in Queen Mary^s Perfe- 
cution, andfo had more Opportunity, to fee and 
coiiverfe with the foreign Protcftants ) there 
were many, who fought to carry the Reformati- 
on, farther in feme Points, than had been done 
Ml King Edward's Time. They fought to take 
away every Thing, they imagined, had the Co- 
lour of Superftition, and to make the Bible 
their real Rule in Worfhip, and Difcipline, as 
well as in Faith. Thefe were prcfently called 
Puritans^ as pretending to feck a purer Church 
State, and a farther Reformation, than the other 
Party, tho'c was necelTiry or e^rpedicnt. 

^ ^bofi 
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fbofs^ had not the fame Exccptbos, to naoy 
Things the Puritans fcrupled ; and befide, di^'^t 
it was but good Policy, to make ai few, and «• 
little Changes and AlceratioAS, as poffible, dpecft* 
ally in the Ceremonies, which moft powerfully 
afFed the Vulgar, in order to draw in the Bolk 
of the Clergy, and the Nation, to favour the o- 
ther Alterations, which all of them efteemed to 
be, of the moft Importance. And the ^utm 
zealoufly efpoufing this Party, turned the Ba!i»* 
lance in their Favotir, and accordingly for forM 
Years, the whole Nation, in Effed^, came xiof 
Church, tho* the Times were far fnHn Wiv^ 
fttled. 

. The Puritans^ it feeing, had few or no QIv 

jedions, to the Articles ^f Faith^ but they chief* 
ly, objeded againii the Liturgy^ the; Ceremoma^ 
and ihtConptutitm and Di/cifline. But however^ 
they were not.perfedly agreed among them- 
felve^ i while the much larger Pait of them. Fa- 
thers of thoTe fincQ called Prejhyterians^ generally 
ftrove to keep their Places in the Church, withoui: 
conforming tofomc of the moft offenfive Ceremo- 
nies, and by voluntary Agreement among them- 
felves, fought to remedy, and fupply what they, 
tho*r, was amifs or wanting, in the parliamentary 
Eftablijhment s others of them. Fathers of thofe 
fioce called Ind^end^nts and On^regatiosuiJifis^ 
Separated wholly from the publick Wof Ihip, if» 
u the 
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the Pariih Churches, and fought a thorough AI« 
teration, io the whole Form and Confticurion of 
the Churchy and to lay afide the Liturgy, and all 
ihe Ceremonies together* 

Queen £//;3^^^;j& kept a watchful and jealous 
Eye over them all^ as fearing, and being deter-^ 
mined againft all farther Alterations in religious 
Matters. And Subfcription and Conformity, 
being at Times prefled harder, as the Friends to 
thi^ Puritans were out of Power, fome of them, 
^ecially of thofe called Septratifis^ had been 
4riyen out oi England^ and at Li^ngth there was^ 
a Church of the Independent Scheme^ formed at 
Amfierdam in Holland. In the Reign of King 
Jdrhes ( whom the Puritans expeAed, to be a 
Patron to them, as he had been educated in 
Scotland^ and had openly cenfored the Church of 
England') thofeThings which offended them,were 
carried with an higher Hand. In theYears 1608 
and 1609, feverafmore of them in the North of 
England^ removed to Holland^ and a Number of 
tliem fettled at Leyden under the paftoral Care of 
Mr. John Kobwfon\ afterwards the Father of 
Plymouth Colony ) in hopes, to enjoy that Liler-' 
f^ of their Confciencesy in a Arange Land, they 
were denied at Home. 

: Here they continued eleven cr twelve Tears^ 
*till, for many Reafons, they began to meditate 



•llemchPa?, and chofei t© feek wAfykm^ tevn%^ 

Tb^f had a leogand tedSoosTreaiy^wltbtheSou- 
ifaetn or Virginia C$Hlpctnf^ wha m^ghc'reafonablf 
evped; ^reacier Sobriety, Patience, and Indufli']^ 
hovfk ^Faople of fuch aChara6^er,andiiii fucb Cir^ 
comAa^ccs^and who had fuch Views and Dcfigof 
of chefar owo, ihan they had foood, in fach othea 
Feople^aathey could prevail on^totranrporcthenW 
U\^n$. into a WiJdtrncfa. However the Fa^ioiMI 
and Difiurbances in the Company, and othei 
Caufes, delayM the Affairs for fome Time, 'tlH 
i6i9[^ in the FaU^ ihey dbtaii>'d a Patent for fbd 
l«and, but tbey could not obtain a fcgal A(Fai< 
rince irf the Liberty^ of theirConfcierices. Hdw^ 

over they determined at length to remove, dt^ 
pending on fomo gencrafPromifes of ConnivaDC#^ 
ifihfy behaved thenirelvespcaccably,and hoping' 
that the Diftance, and remotcnefs of the Places* 
as well as the puhlick Service ^ they (hould do the 
King and Kingdom^ would prevent their being? 
difturbed. 



•' 



After encpuntring many Difficulties, and Di(^ 
couragemcnts, from the Nature and Circumftan* 
ces of their Voyage, and from the Treachery of 
fome of the Undertakers, tbey arrived at Cafi 
Codonthti)tb of November 1620. Here they 
found their Patent ufekfs^ this Place bcin^ within 

D the 
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the Bounds of the New- England otPlynumbrOiii^^ 
fAny I and yet Neceffity obliged them to feC 
dowa thereabout. They did therefore two Diiyf 
irfter incorporate tbem/elvis a Body politick^ and 
paving made fuch a Search of the adjacent 
Country, as their Circumftances would albw^ at 
that Time of the Year, they began their Settle* 
ment, about Chriftmafs,' at a Place, called by 
the Indians^ Patuxtt^ by them named New- Ply^^. 
mputb. Infinite almod were the Hardfhips, and 
DiftrefTes oftheenfuing Winter, in which near 
balf the Company died, for wane of Neceilaries«h 
However through the merciful Prevideace of GOD 
ihey maintained their Ground, and through many 
I>ifficulties, which they overcame by Patience 
and the divine piefliDg, they encreafed to three 
bifjidred Souls in nine Years after, when they ob* 
tained a Patent^ from the New-England Company 
the I itlxpf January^ i$?9,39« 

In that Period, there had been many fucce^Sp- 
Icfs Attempts, to make Settlements in New-Eng^ 
Jand^ for the fake of frade and Husbandry only^ 
as if divine Providence had referved the Place 
for thofe who foon after took PoiTeflion of it. 
The Succefs of the Plymoutb Planters began to 
excite the Pt^ritans^ all over England^ to medi- 
tate a Removal, to thofe Parts of the World, in 
order to enjoy the Liberty of worfhipping GOD 
according to their Confciences. There was no 

Ground 



Ground at all left them to hope for any Conde* 
ftentionor Indaigence to their Scruples, butUol- 
form! cy was prefTed with harder Meafures tjiane- 
ver. A greatP^rt of theNation was alarmed^whtr 
the Appf ehenfions^f^rm/>i/^/!^/yi;sr, and that even 
P^Mry, itfelf was approaching ;> yea, the ci^il^ 
Affairs^ and the; Peace of the Nation, began to 
be embroiled and interrupted by the falfe Poli-^ 
ticks, and bad. Coubceli. of the unhappy Prtnco 
on the ThronAtS fo xhfkt Ntw^ England began to. ^ 
be looked on by tfaj^m^ as a Place of Refuge 4- .. 
and it is faid, fehat fonie who proved principals .1^ 
Adors in the Changes and £vtfnts that foUowild^v 
had even determined to trapfpbrt themfelvts^ 
here, had they not been unacdountablyreftrain-' ^. 
ed by Authority. This is certain, the fame ^ 
Principles in fome Perfons, wtiich had rendred a^ 
their Stay, unq^fy at Home, and which refufed^ '^ 
tben^ a legal Toleration, in the Wilds of America^ -■:- 
made their leaving the Kingdom, as difRcult aa 
poIRble. Whereas could good Policy have pre* ' 
vailed over Bigotry, it would have appeared a 
good Expedient for them, thus to clear the King* . 
dom of the Difaffedted and Nonconformifts, and 
with tbem make fuch an effe£lual Plantation^ at 
promifed a great^ddition t^ tbe^rade andRicbiS^ 
and Power of the Kinjdom^ and greatly enlarged 
ita Territory* 

Mr. 




*a • Jln. Biftefic4l ^mfimfe^ Ike 

- Mr. WhiU of Di^rcbeftir^ the Fatbtt ofiheMaf- 
fnchufetts Colony^ encouraged Mr R. C^nant^'^ho' 
ha^ oa Difguft, removed from Pfynnutb td Jft**?- 
faskeii^ to continue in the- CtMity^ wiWi thcf 
IPromife of Mcn^ and all Things heceflfarf f Ar d^ 
ikther Planlati^n. Whereupon this GelntletiiMV 
Y625, rerhaved to Gipr-^/»By and^the f>e%9 Y6M^ 
ta NaumktMk^^nct called iAa^am ilf^& i^r 
xtl27,8, the€ouocil for Nnt^Bf^nd figiAed ihe^^ 
Mtffiicbafifn Patent, ttnA Maftb % 1628,^, the^ 
-S^Mjf confirms it by a Cb^tfm^ ^^^gnconformlfis 
&k called^ aro bufily employed about their ioxen-* 
.4tfdr Expedition. In 1628^ they fend Mr. Endi^ 
at,: with fome People, ta' begin and prepare the 
Way for tbeoiy and the ne» Year they fend Mr 
^ HiggififofBL znA many more, and 1630, GovornoW- 
' jyintborp^ Atpv^j Goremour Dudley, with th^ 
^Jljf^ants, xhtr Charter, Bti6 i $00 Pe<tple, and all 
KecelTaries, came over and made efFedua) Set** 
"""^ tiements at Qbarhfiown, U^atem^n, Btffibefier,' 
K^S^m, &c. and more of tht\t Friends cemiftgft 
over to them, in the foUowtag Years, the new 
Settlements encreafed, and profpeted, notwith- 
flandiog the many Difficulties, and Hard(hip» 
which muft neceiTdt-jly attend, the planting fucb 
a remote lyUdernefs^ 

As the Country was more fully difcovere^y the 
Lands on ConneClUut River, grew fo famous for 

their 
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their Fruitfulnefs, and Conveoience to keep Cat* 
tie, that great Numbers from New-S'owfij Dor-- 
cbefter^ &c. removed there, under the Condu^ 
of Mr. Hains^ Mt.f^apkins^ Mr. Ludlow^ and 
Mr. Hooker^ &c. and thro* inexpreffible Hard- 
fliips, thro*. Famine, and Wearincfs, and Perils 
of the Enemy, they at length fettled at Hartford 
1635 and 1636, which was the Beginning of 
Q/ntieliicut Colofiyj^tiAXn 1637 New- Haven G^- 
lony^ was begoo by a People diredly from Eng-- 
land^ under the Leading of Mn Eaton^ and Mr. 
Davenport^ &c. Thus .the four grand dlonies of 
New-England^ were begun in a few Years, and 
fome faint Attempts likewife made to fettle, in 
the Eaftward PaxtSj in the Province of Main y^c» 
for the fake of Trade and Filhery, and by fome 
of thePeople who afterwards caipe here. Which 
brings me to the morp immediate Occajion of th». 
Settlement of this Colony^ and the Manner in wbtcb 
it was brought about ^and accompltjhed : It is ^llow-^ 
ed by all Sides, the religious Differences among thtf 
firft Settlers of the Maffacbu/etts Colony^ gave Rife 
to this Colony^ and the fettling of this Jjland. 

Almoft all the firft' Settlers of New- England^ 
were Puritans. The People at Plymouth were ge- 
nerally of that Sort called Seperatijis^ and thofe of 
3^)?^if generally had lived in the Communion of 
the Cburcb of England^ tho*they fcrupled confor- 
ming to fome of theCeremonies. But thefe being 

Da come 
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come to ^o great aDiftance fr<)in the Bifliops Pow* 
er, could well enough agree in the fame Forms 
of Worfhip, and Method of Difcipline with the 
Church at Plymouth^ and ii^ixtForm of Church 
Government was generally fet op. Tho' they 
had Teemed well enough united, by the common 
Zeal againft the Ceremonies, yet now they were 
removed from the ecclefiaftical Courts, with a 
Patent which gave theni''Z;Jb«l^^ of Coofcience, 
a Variety of Opinions, tfltf^fiHttA Points, be* 
fore not fo much regaVflid, tnd perhaps not 
tho'c of, now began to bt vifible, and operate 
with confiderable EfFeds. It is no Wonder fuch 
Differences inOpinion, arofe among them, as had 
been the Cafe before among tbeProtefiantsin ge- 
neral. It was the avowedOpinion of foroe among 
them of chiefeftNote & Authority, (Mr. Hooker.^ 
*^ That there were two |reat Referves for En- 
" qulry in that Age of the World, Firft, where- 
^ in the fpiritual Rule of our Lord's Kingdom 
^ doth confift, and after what Manner it is re- 
^^ vealed, managed, and maintained in the Souls 
" of his People, The Second, After what Or- 
^^ der the Government of our Lord's Kingdom is 
^^ to be externally managed and maintained in 
*^ his Church." Magnalia B. 3. p. 66, 

Notwithftanding wh'cb, the chief Leaders^ 
and the major Part of the Peop^e, foon difcovc- 
red themfclvcs, as fond of Umftrmiiy^ and aa 

loth 
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loth to allow Liberty of Con/cience to fuch as dif- 
fered from ihemfelves, as thofc, from wbofe 
Power they had fled. Notwithftaoding all their 
Sufferings and Complaints in England^ihcy fcem- 
ed incapable of mutual Forbearance,perhaps they 
were afraid of provoking the higher Powers at 
Home, if they countenanced other SeSs ; and 
perhaps thofe . who differed from them, took 
the more Fteedom, in venting and prcfling their 
peculiar Opinions, from the Safety, and Protedi** 
on they expeded, under a Charter^ that had 
granted Liberty of Confcience. 

In Reality the true Grounds of Liierty of Con^ 
fcience^ were not then known, or embraced by a* 
ny Se&or Party of Chriftiansj all Parties feem* 
ed to think, that as tbey only were in the Poffeffi^^ 
on of the Truth, fo tbey alone had a Right to 
reftrain, and crufh all otherOymions, which they 
refpedtvely called Error, and Herefy, where 
they were the mod numerous, and powerful ; and 
in other Places tbey pleaded a Title, to Liberty 
and Freedom of their Confciences. And yet at 
the fame Time, all would difclaim Perfccution for 
Confcience fake, which has fomething in it fo 
unjult, and abfurd, fo cruel and impious, that all 
Men are afhamed of the lealllmputation of it. A 
Pretence of tbe puhlick Peace ^ the Prefervation of 
tbe Cburcb of Cbriji from Infedlion, and the Objli^ 
nacy of tbe HeretJcfLS^, are always i^ade ufe of, to 

excufc 
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cxcufe, and juftify that, which ftrip'd of all DiC- 
guifes, and called by it's true Name, the Ligbf 
pf Nature^ and the LawsofCbrift Jefus condemn 
and forbid in the moft plain and folemn Man- 
joer. Mr. R. IVilliams^ and Mr. J, Clark^ two 
Fathers of this Colony^ appear among the firft, 
who publickly avowed, that Jefus Cbrifi is King 
in bis own Kingdom^ and that noOihers, had Au-^ 
thority over bis Subjects, in the AfFaiis of Coo* 
fcience, and eternal Salvatioo. So that it wa^ 
not fingular, or peculiar in thofe People at the 
MaJfachufettSj to think themfclvcs bound in Con- 
fcience, toufe the Sword of the civil Magiftrate, 
tD open the Underftanding^ of Hereticks, or cue 
them off from the State, that they might not in- 
fed the Church, or injure the publick Peace. 
Thefe were not the only People, who tho*t they 
iwere doing. GOD good Seivice, when fmiting 
their Brethren and Fellow- Servants ^ aJl other 
Cbrijiian Se£Is afted generally^ as if they tho't 
this was the very beft Service they could do to 
GOD, and the raoft effedlual Way, to promote 
the Gofpel of Peace, and prove themfelves the 
true and genuine Difciplcs of Jefus Cbrift.^^ of 
Jefus Cbriji^ who hath declared, his Kingdom was 
not of this IVofld^ who had commanded his Dif- 
ciples to call no Man Mafter on Earthy who had 
forbidden them,to exercifeLordJhipover each other's 
Confciences^ who had required them, to let th$ 
Scares grow with tho ffbeat tilt the Harveft^ and 

wb<» 
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V9ho had in fine, gmn mutualtow^ Peace, Long- 
SufFering, and Kindncfs, as the Bad^c and Mark 
of bis Keligionp 

Mr. Koger iVilliams^ a Minifter, who came o- 
ver to Sal$n$ 1630, had on a Difgoft, removed 
to Plymoutby where^ he was an Ajjifiant to tb$if 
Minifter Mr. Smith for two Tears. And being 
difgufted likewife at Plymouth^ returned back to 
Salim^ where he was chofen by the People, to 
fucceedMr. Skelton in 1634, the Magifirates op^ 
pofed his Settlement there, as they had done be«* 
fore. They made great Obje&ions to bis Prin- 
ciples, and it is faidfome worldly Things, helped 
to encreafe the Animolitles, that foon prevailed 
a^ j!u^ him } tho' Mr. IVilliatns appears, by the 
wholeCourfe andTenour of his Life,and Condoft 
here to have been one of the moft difinterefted Men 
that ever lived^ a moft pious ^ heavenly mindedSouh 
He was charged with holding it ^^ unlawful foran 
^^ unregenerate Man to pray, or a regenerate 
•* Man to pray with him/* " That it was un- 
<^ lawful for the Magiftrate, to meddle with the 
" Breachesof the firft Table,'* and that he in- 
filled on an unlimited toleration ^ or Liberty of 
Confcience ; from whence they inferred him^ 
an Advocate fr Licentioufnefs^ which the good 
Man*s Soul abhorred^ «^ and ever difclaimedf 
However, on thefe Accounts, and for teaching 
^be Patent wasfinful^ ( in what Senfe and Uw truly 
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js very obvioas ) for oppofiog the Oatb cf Fidelity 
Qnot out ofDifioyalty to the King, but on account 
of the Nature of an Oatb^ which he tho't as a fa- 
cred Thing, ought not to be forced on all Men 
promifcoouily, whether in a State of Grace, or 
Nature ) *' and for feperatiog from, and le- 
^^ nounciog Communion with, all the Churches 
^^ in the Land, and even with his own, for not 
•* joining with him therein.*' For thcfe Things 
he was at length baoifhed the Colony, as a Dtf- 
turher of the Peace of the Cburcb and Common^ 
tVealtb s and as he fays^ ^^ a Bull of Excom- 
^^ munication, was fent after him in his 
•^ Abfence/' 

. He came away to i&^^/^i^r, fince calledR4. \ 
where he procured a Grant of Lands, from .\i- 
famequin^ or Maffafoiet, the chief Sachem of Po^ 
kan)kiL But being defired to remove from 
thence, which was within the Jurifdiftion of 
New-Plymoutb^ "he had feveral Treaties with 
*^ Myantonomy^ and Canonicus^ the Nantyganfick^ 
'* or Nartaganpt Sachems^ in the Years 1634 and 
" 1635 ; who aflured him he fhould not want 
^^ for Land, for a Settlement ;" divine Provi- 
dence giving him wonderfully, great Favour in 
the Eyes of the Sachems. And in the Spring of 
the Year 1634,5, he came over the River, to a 
Place called by the Indians Moojhaufick^ and by 
him named Providence^ " in a Senfe of GOD^s 

'^ merciful 
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•^ merciful Providence to bim in bis Diftrefs.^^ 
And feveral of his Friends following him, 
*hcy planted there. The Authority and Power 
of Miantonomy^ awed all the Indians round, to 
afBll and fuccour thefe few feeble and helplefs 
Bnglf/h Men^ thus caft out by their Brethren, in 
a ftrange Land. However, we muft ( to be im- 
partial 3 own, that their being EngUjh-Men^ was 
a real Security and Protedion to them ; unleHi 
the Indians h^A defigncd a general War. The 
Englijh at Maffacbufetts^ employed Mr. Williams^ 
to make a League ofFenfive and defeniive witf) 
the Narraganfet Indians, in the Vtq^'it JVar^ 
which folbwed in 1637. -^"^ ^^^ Indian Sa- 
chems, in one of their Confirmations of theGrants 
of Lands to him, ^ exprefs their Gratitude, 
*^ for the many KindnciTes, and Services he had 
*^ continually done for them, both with their 
" Friends zxMajfacbafttts^ as alfo at ^nnhicut^ 
** and Apaum or Plymouth.^* Mr. IVilliams alfo 
maintained a lovingCorrefpondence,with many of 
his old Friends to thej^ft, and wasefteemed and 
valued by many of them j tho' he ever oppofcd,' 
and that in Print, once and again, what he called 
the hhody J'enent^ i. e. every Kind and Degree of 
Perfecution forConfclence fake. The Hardfliips 



♦ The faid Writing is dared Naiiif^anjtcl!^ the i^th of the ^^ 
firft Month, commonly c^Wcd ^^narcb^ the fccond Year of 
our PiancatioDi or planuDg at Mojbafick or Frovideme* 
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And Diftreflas of tbefe poor Ei^iles, are hardly 
to be conceived by the prefent Generation, who 
thro^ the divine Goodnefs, have never feen any 
Thing like what they cbearfully endured. But 
divine Pr0vidence^ in which they trufted, fuppor- 
ted them^.and provided for then; in their greateft 
Straits, and wonderfully blelTed their honeft In- 
duftry, fo that in a few Years, they bad Plenty 

of all Things neceflary to their Subliilence and 
Comfort. 

The Banifiiment of Mr. WiUiatns^ and the vo- 
luntary Exile of many of his Adherents, did no^ 
put an End to the unhappy Divifions, and Con- 
tentions in the Majfacbufetts. Mr. Hatns the 
Governour, in 1635, did with great Difficulty, 
itill and quiet the Storm for the prefent, in the 
Beginning of his Adminiftration ; but Mr. after- 
wards Sir Henry Vane^ jan. arriving at Bofion 
that Summer, and zealoufly falling in with the 
Opinions of one Party, he was by them per- 
fwaded, to tarry there, C«ho' defigned for Con" 
UeSticut River ) and was'Trie next Year, 1636, 
cbo/en G^vernour^ and then the Animofities and 
Contentions, were carried to a very great Heigth. 
One Side reproaching the other, as Legalifis and 
under a Covenant of IVorks^ &ic. and the others 
calling them Famth^^ Antinotnians^ &c.. The 
next Year, Mr. IViimhr'p being rcchofen Cover- 
ppur, with a great Struggle,he ftrcnuoufly exerted 

himrdf, 
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bimrelf, to crufti and exterminate the Qpinioni^ 
he difapproved. A Synod was called for that 
End at New-^own (fince named Cambridge ) oa 
the 30th oiAuguft^ where Eighty erroneous Opinio 
ons^ were 4|fefented, debated, and condemned ^ 
«nd a Ctffif^ held on the 2d of O^ober following^ 
at the fame Place, banifhed a few of the chief 
Ferfons, among t(iofe who w.er(f 4l(perred with 
thofe Errors; and cenfurcd feveral that had beea 
the mod adive, not, it feems, for their holding 
thofe Opinions, but for their pretended feditious 
Carriage andBehaviour ;and tht Cburcb otBofi^^^ 
likewife excommunicated at leaft one I of ha 
Members, eot for thofeOp!nions,butfor deny3n^ 
they ever held them, and tbcj^Behaviour, which 
thcfe Heats otcialioned ^ and lome of tb^e^ voitB 
tbeir Friends and FoUowets^'came U this tfkn^. '' 

Notwithiianding fuch a formidable Number o£ 
Errors, produced at the Synod, that which thei4S 
People differed in from the others^ was chiefly this^ 
as Mr. John Clark hasr briefly reprefented ir, vi:^^ 
touching tbeCovenants and in Point of evidencing 
a Man's good EftaSe.. Some <i fays he ) prefs'd 
bard for the Covenant of tVorks^ and fjr Saniii^ 
^^ fication to he the fir ft and chief Evidence ; others 
^ Che means himfclf, and* thofe who tame her^) 
^ prefs^das bar d for the Covenant of Grace ^ that 
^ was eft ablijbed on better Promifes^ and far the 
^* Bvidenc$ oj the ^irit^ as tbaf which is a more 
*' • ^^ fure^ 
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•^ /ure^ conftant^andfatisfaeiorylVitnifsJ'^ ( ClarVs 
Narrative Jntrod.^ This Account is agreirble to 
what there is inthofe Books wrote on the other 
r Side, I have had theOpportunity tocQnfuIt ^ on- 
\^ )y they muft be allowed, to expref^heir own 
Way, their own Sentiments of the Opinions of 
the other Side, and they add fuch Shades as dar- 
ken and disfigure the Opinions of the oppofite 
iParty, and fee off their own to the beft Advan- 
tage; 

Dr. Mather^ thus defer ibes the Jfo* ^^fti^^^s 
clel>atcd between the Symd and Mr. Cotton^ 
Cwfaich.were the fame Points about; which all 
the biyifioos firft began, ) they were " about 
the Order ofSTbin^s in ear Union to our Lord 
Jefus Cbrifi^ about the Influence of our Faitb in 
tbeAppUcaticnofbis Kigbteoufnefs^ about theC^ 
" of cur Sanefification^ in evidencing our Jufiifi- 
« cation^ and about the Cpnjideration of our Lord 
•« Je/us Cbrifi, by Men^ yet under a Covenant of 
^« ITorks^ briefly they wefc tbe Points wbereon 
*« depend^ tbe Grounds of our JJfurance for Bhjjed^ 
" nefs in anotber and better iV&rld. Mag. B. 7. 
p. 17. 

Mr. Ntal fays, " Th« Common- Wealth was 

« almoft torn in Pieces^ by inteftinc Divifions, 

" occaaoncd by the rpreading/<i»i//<i?'W & ««»^ 

" tmmian Errors, among the FeopJe/' And 
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from the Writers before him, he gives the Ori- 
ginal of theControverfy, to this t^iirpofe, " The 
** Members of the Church at Bofion^ ufed to 
^^ meet once a Week, to repeat the Sermons they 
'* tieard on the Lord's- Day, apd to debate 
^' on the Doflrines contained in them ; thofe 
" Meetings being peculiar to the Men, fomt of 
" the zealous IVomen^ iho't it might be ufeful to 
** them. One Mrs. H«frWi^fi, a Gentlewoman 
^^ of a bold and mafculine Spirit, and a great 
" Admirer of Mr.C(?r/^f?,ret up one at her Houfc, 
*^ The Novelty of the Thing, and the Fame of 

" the Woman, quickly gained her a numerous 
*^ Audience, and from thefe Meetings arofe all 
** the Errors, that foon after overfpread the 
*^ Country." He fays (he taught that Believers 
in Chrift are perfonally united to the Spirit of 
GOD ; thatCommands to work out ourSalvation 
with Fear and Trembling, belong to none, biic 
futh as are under the Covenant of Works j that 
Sandiification is not a good Evidence of a good 
Edate. She likewife fet up, immediate Revela- 
tion about future Events, to be believed as equals: 
]y infallible with the Scriptures 3 and a great 
many other Chimeras and Fancies^ which ( fays 
he ) under a Pretence of exalting the free Grace 
of GOD, deftroy*d the praSicalPart of Religion, 
*' and openM a Door to all forts of Juicentioul^ 
" nefs.'* Near^ Hilt C. 5. p. 166. 
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I fhall not enter into the Merits of the Caufe, 
there is neither Time, nor Occafion for it^ only, 
I muft obferve, bow each Side afcribed to the 
others^ Confequences, they imagined followed 
£rom their Opinions, which tbey did not fee oc 
Own. And particularly the People who came 
here, have Things laid to their Charge,^which 
they utterly denied, and detefted. equally with 
their Antagonifts. So harlhly did their Adver- 
faries judge of them, as even to involve in iheic 
Opinions, or the Confequences of them, a Deni- 
al of the RefureAion of the Dead, and the Life 
cverlafting ; which totally fubverts and deftroys 
Ghriftianity, and all Religion at once, which ne- 
ceiTarily implies a future Stated when yet the 
whole Debate fuppofed the Truth of Chrillia- 
nity, and the Certainty of a future State s and 
the main Quefiioo, was about the Method in 
which they might beft obtain an AfTurance of 
their Intereft in, and their Title to, the Inheri- 
tance of the Saints in Light. The very firft of 
the eighty Errors, to be tryed in the Sjnod^ doth 
( as I remember ) charge the Denial of the Im- 
mortality of the Soul, as a Confcqucnce of the 
Opinion, that the Faculties of the Soul are paffive 
or quiefcent in the Woi'k of Converfion and Re- 
generation ; when yet the Synod themfclves, 
unanimoufly believed particular Eleftion, and 
hrcfjlfabk Grace. 

" The 
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^^ -The Qpeilion niras^ By ^bat Evidence, 
^^ muft a Mao proceed, ia taking to bimfelf the 
^^ Comforts of hisjuftification ? The bigger Fart 
^^ of the Country laid the firft and main Streft 
^^ of our comfbrtable Evidence, on our Sandifi* 
^^ cation ; but the Opinionifis (fays Dr. Matbity 
'^ were for another fort of Evidence, as tbeir 
** Chiefs namely the Spirit of GOD, by a power* 
^^ ful Application of a Promife, begetting in us, 
^^ and revealing to us, a powerful AlTuraoce of 
•* our being juftificd/* Mag. B. 7. p. 14. 

Now, as the Do&or adds ( even on this Way 
of ftating the Queftion, or expreiEng the 
Sentiments of thofe called OpinioniftSy which 
rhey would be far from acquiefcing in, ai 
expreffing their full and true Opinion ) ^^ The 
Truth might eafily have united both thefe 
*^ Opinions.'' But as he goes on, ^^ They 
^^ carried the Matter on to a very perriloua 
*^ Door, opened to many Errors and Evils^^ 
*^ yea to threat en a Subverfion of the peaceable Or* 
** der in Government.^* But they deny and dilV 
claim the Confequences fixed on them, and juf-* 
tify their own Opinion and Conduft, and charge 
Che other Party with as fatal and mifchievooi^ 
Confequences, and a Conduft arbitrary and op^* 
prefHve. 

Befidei 
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Befides the DifFertncea aboat tbofd PosiilS) for 
ivhicb theA^ People were cbarged with Antina'* 
miam/m^ vihsLt was called Famihfm^ was perhaps 
sot a liule ofienfive. Nay tbetr Difference3 in* 
Opinion were worked up to almofta State Quar-' 
sel at tbe lafl:, as Arminianlfm bad been in HoU 
faady and Epifcopacy was in EnglMd afterwards^ 
and as tbe Rr/^fi»^//a/^ (till is all over Europe^ 
Tbe publick Affairs of Town and Colony were. 
affe(^ed by tbefe Contentions, and tbe Cover**, 
nour and Afliftapts put in and out, as tbe one or 
tbe otber Side prevailed. Tbe whole People un- 
happily run into Fadtions and Parties, in fuch a 
Manner, as if Contention and every evil Work, 
had not been Evidences iiiconteftable, that tbe 
Wifdom from which they proceeded could not 
be from Above. But fo it is, wbcre Men dififcc 
about Religion, tbeir Contentions are ufually tbe 
moft (hafp, and carried on wfth the moft irreli' 
giousHeat and Animofiry : Even tho' they differ 
about the fmalleft Matters, or when, as was ihe^ 
Cafe bere, they differ from each other but in a* 
very little. 

A great Part of the Body of the People, and I 
am apt to think, at the firft, the Majority of the 
Town of Br^Jion^ were of the fame Side the 
Queftion with thofc People who afterwards came 
here. *Tis certain the Synod and the Court were 
both held at Ncw-i'owny tecaufe of the Difaf^ 
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* fefttan of the Peopli of JBi!/?tff^. The Deputies 
pftbe fown^ at leaft fome of them, openly efpoir* 
ied that Party. The J^ewn^ at leaft many of 
them, petitioned in their Favour. And Mr. Cot^ 
ton^ the chief Oracle then of both Town and 
Country, was confidently believed by tbem, to 
be of the Opinion they contended fbr. To 
which I might add the Number $f tbi People in 
that Smf$^ that were cenfured at the Court. 

Thofe who came away were moft of them long 
efteemed as Brethren of the Cburchy and never 
cenfured by the Cburcb at all ^ nay that Cburcb 
did long retain fome Particularities, as to the 
Brethren's Power in Church Affairs, and their 
Liberty to exercif^ their Gifts in private or fa- 
mHy Meetings, and as to the Subjeds of Infant 
Baptifm. It is certain Mr. WbeelwrigUj Minif- 
ter to a Branch of that Church, at a Place fince 
called Braintree ( where the Town had fome 
Lands ) was eager and zealous againft the Cove^ 
nant of tVorks I, and was baniflied by the Court 
for what was then called Sedition^ by the fame 
Rule which will make every Dijfent from, or Op- 
pofition to a Majority in any religious Affairs ^ to 
be Sedition^ and an Iniquity to be puniflied by 
the Judge. The minor Part muft always be fe- 
ditious, if it be Sedition to defend their own re- 
ligious Opinions, and endeavour to confute the 
contrary. This Maxim once allowed muft chain 

F z Mea 
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Men down ander Errors and Falfhoods wherever 
they prevail, and even rivet their Chains. On 
this Foot 9 what will become of the gUtious Jfor- 
P/f$ for the Gofpel in the firft Ages of it, and the 
holy j4poftkSy who turned the World vpfide down, 
who turned Men from Darknefs to Light, ffbm 
tbeGodTof the Nations, whom they called Va^ 
»i$i€S^ to the living and true GOD. Nay, what 
ihall we fay of our blejfed Saviour bimfelf^ who fays 
he came to fend Divifion en Eartb. How fhall 
we excufe the Proteftants^tiny how ihall we juftify 
the Puritans tbemfelves^ if it be fed'itious to oppofe 
any religious Opinions we think are falfe or erro* 
Deous, when the major Fart of the Society hap- 
pen to think otherwife. I muft farther add, 
chat however Mr. Cotton^ at the Synod^ after long 
Labour with him, difowned many of the Opini- 
ons charged on thefe Feople, yet he would not 
condemn all the faid Errors in the Grofs, as the 
reft did, and there is fome Reafon to believe that 
he differed from the other Miniflers to the laft, 
at lead in the Manner of explaining thefe moft 
abftrufe and difficult Points 3 if he did not con- 
tinue to hold, that '* Union to Cbrift nas before 
** Faitb in bim^ and tbat tbe Habit of Faitb pro^ 
" needed or followed from our Juftification^^* which 
h\8 faid, he once Teemed to hold in the Synod ; 
andwbicb was in Reality the Root or Fountain of 
4tll tbeOpinionsfe mucb faulted in this People, And 

however 
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Irawever Mr. Cotton has in Friot difowned them^ 
and they are by others charged withFalfliood and 
Calainny5 in fhrouding themfelyes under the 
Aothority of his great Name; yet tbey who 
fliould be owned to knoW their own Opinions, 
and underftand their own Expreifions and,Pe«» 
figns beft, always pcrfi^Ja itj^^at; •" MiR^f- 
^^ ton was with them,'* or that they meant '"uj^ 
snore than they underitood him to mean. i 



Bot to return- 



The AfTair was agitjsted InCourt for threeDays, 
and fome changing Sides in the Court^ the Ma- 
jority was on the Side of the Synod^ and took 
Meafures effedually to fupport their own Oni- 
ons. Whereupon, many of the other Sid|t 
determined to remove, for Peace fake, aad 
to enjoy the Freedom of their Confciences. And 
Mr. John Ctark^ ** who made the Propofal, was 
^^ requefted with fome others, to feck out a Place, 
^^ and thereupon by Reafon of the fufFocating 
^^ Heat of the Summer before, he went Nortb^ 
^^ to be fomewhat cooler, but the Winter fol- 
*^ lowing proving as cM^ they were forced in 
^^ the Spring to make towards the South : So ha- 
*^ ving fought the Lord for Diredion, they a- 
<^ greed,that while their Veflfel was pafling about 
** a large and dangerous Cape^ ( Capo Cod ) they 
[^ would crofs over by Land, hsivingLon^' I/land 

'' and 
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^^ aod Dclaware-'Bafln their Eye; for the Fldctf 
?^ of their Refidettce. At Pfwid$nQ9;iAt.K.mU 

^^ Hams lovingly entertained tbem^ and being 
^^ coofuited about their Defign, readily prcfmi*^ 
** ted two Places before them in the Narta^aitfit^ 
^ Bdj^ the one on the Main Called Sonowam^s]^ 

led PMe'^ IJeck^ in Barrington* ^ and ylqutJ^ 
** «tff>t, now Rhode- Ifland.^^ And inafmoch aar 
they were determined to go out of every other 
Jurifdiaion, TAv. Mlliami znd Mr. Clark^ aftten- 
dedwitb two other Ferfons, went to Plymouth to 
enquire how the Cafe flood ; they were lovingly, 
received, and anfwered^ that Sowames was the. 
Garden of theirPatent. But they were advifed to 
SCb^w at jiquetneck^And promifed to be looked on 
Jf ^ee^ & to be treated & aiGAed as lovingNeigh* 
hours. (Mr. J. Clark's Nar.^ On their Return, 
the 7th of March 1637,8, the People to thcNum-' 
ber oi Eighteen^ \\ kicorpdrated ihemfelve a Body 



* Perhaps Sowames is properly rheName of thel^lwr, where the 
two Swanzxy Rivers mctt and run together for near a Mile, 
when they empty themfelvcs in the Narragattfet Bty^ or of a. 
fmall IJlandf where thofe t wo |^|||rRi vers meet, at the Bottom 
of New JldeadewNeck^ fo called. 

Ij Their Names arc as follow, IViUiam CoJdingien^ John Qark^ 
William Hutchinfon, John Ggg^JbnlU IVfltiamjdfpifVWall Samu- 
el tf^ilboreyjohtt garter, fchn Sanford, Edward Hutchinfan>]^n. 
T'homas Savage, J^'lmam Dyre, IViUUm Freehorne, Philtp 
S^emrmav. John JValkev, Richard Carder ^ ffiiliam Baulpon^ 
Edward Hutchipfon fen, Henfy S^jflL 

policiclc. 
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^Ittick, and chofe Mr. C^^Jinr^l^a their Leader, 
to be the Jud^e ar chief MagiftraU. After the 

fame Manner PJymo^utb aod ConmSiicuf Colonies 
were forced to enter into a voluntary Agreement 
or Covenant at the firfi, as having no legal Au- 
thority amongft them ^ the People here however 
immediately fought a Patent^ and iaa few Years 
obtained one. 

Mr. R. IfiUiams was very inftrumental in pro- 
curing thtlfland of thelndianSacbems ^znd has left 
this Accpunt in perpetuam rei metnoriam ^^ It was 
not Price or Money that could have pu/cha- 
itd Rhode- Jjland^ but 'twas obtained. by Love, 
*^ that Love and Favour which that honoured 
Gentleman, iir Henry Vane and wyfelf^ had 
with the great Sachem Myantonomo^ about the 
^* League which I procured, between the Majfa^ 
*' cbu/etts Englijb and the Narraganfets in the 
Pequot IVar. This I mention, that as the 
truly noble Sir Henry Vane^ hath been fo 
great an Inftrument, in the Hand of GOD, 
for procuring this Ifland of the BarbarianSy as 
alfo for the procuring and confirming theCi&tfr- 
*• ter, it may be with all thankful Acknowledg- 
•' ments recorded, and remembred by us, and 
^* ours who reap the fweet Fruits of fo great Be* 
nofits, and fuch unheard of Liberties among 
us*' AJ/s. if JR.. /r. And in ano- 

ther Manujcript he tells us^ {hcInJians were very 
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Jhy and jeahus of felling the Lands to any^ and 
chofc rather to make a Grant of them to fuch as 
they afFedltcd, but at the fame Time, expeded 
fuch Gratuities and Rewards as made an India» 
Gift often times a very dear Bargain. And the 
Colony 70 Tears Bgon i666avered, that the' the 
Favour Mt.iyUIiams hsid vftthMyantonomyvf^sxhe 
great Means of procuring the Grants of theLand, 
yet thePurchafe bad been dearer than of anyLands 
in New-England ^ the Reafon of which might 
be, partly, the Englijh inhabited between two 
powerful Nations, the IVampoitoags to the North 
and Eaft^ who had formerly poiTeired fome Fart 

of their Grants, before they had furrendred it to 
the Narraganfets^ and tho' they freely own'd the 
Submiffion, yet it was tho't beft by Mr. U^illiams 
to make them eafy by Gratuities, to the Sacbem 
his Counfelkrs and Followers. On the other Side 
the Narraganfetts were very numerous, and the 
Natives inhabiting any Spot the Englifli fat down 
upon, or improved, were all to be bought off to 
their Content, and often times were to be paid 
over and over again. 

On the 24th of March 1637,8, this Day an 
Hundred Tears ^ the Indian Sachems figned the Deed 
cr Grant of the Ifland Aquetneck^ &c. and the £«- 
gl\(h not only honeftly paid the mentioned Gra- 
tuities, to the Sachems, but many more to the 

Inhabitants to remove off, as appears by the Rs- 

ce\ps 
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C0ips fiill^extant. And afterwards, at a confide* 
rable Expence, they purchafed Quit- Claims, of 
the Heirs and iSucceiTprs of the Sachem's i befidei 

thCjX were forced to fcuy over again, leveralPartil 
of the fir^; Grant... $p tHat.ibey came" very juftly 
by iihe^4&/i And^ thus the.y defcrib^ tbcmfelv^s 
twenty. tCeais after, in.apAddrefs to the fopreani 
Auctrorny xn £/?jf/^/?i i65<j i ^'Thisjp^tfr Colony 

*' j^fay^they ) moftly confif][s, of a vBfrth, and 

■• ■ ■ ■ ■ • . * ■ • 

^^ J^reeding of the ./noil ,:lligh. ^We being an 
outcaft .People, formerly from our Mother* 
Nation^ in the Bi(hppi.t>^ys, and flnce from^, 
«* she fetl of the ^fw-Bp^Hjh ov^r zealous Co* 
** lonics.^ Our whole Frame, being much liko 
** the prefent Frame, and Conftitution of ouc 
^* deareil Mother Englanitt i bearing with the 
^* feveral! Judgments, aqd Confcienccs . .of each 
^^ other, iiT all tbc[ Towns of the Colony j which 
^^ oar neighbour Colonies do not ^ and which is 
*^ the only Caufe, of their great Oit<^nce, a* 
^' gainft us/* 

The Setttement began immediately, ittheJJ^j?* 
ward cr Northward End of the Jfland^(thtn called 
focaffct^ ^ round theC^t^^^and the ^^own was laid 

G out 

mmmm^m^mm^^m m ii i i i n i ■■ n ■ !■■ — — — > , . ,, .,. ., ^ 

•' • • '■ . 

* All our Hiftorjes ca)l the »«iw> £/i»i/>ovcr.ar?ainftthe carter* 
ly-End of the Ifland, where i« no w7Vwr/tf»„&c. by thcNamc 
oi Pocaffft^ and in ih^^'Mian Grapt to rhc firft Scrlers, the 
fame Place fecmi co be; called Pfiwacajick. Sue \u as evi* 

dcnr 



i^ An Hiftofical BlfcoUffe^ &c. 

went to ProDidence^ whcJre riiahy ^of the People 
growing uneafy at his planting and buildirig ^t 
Patuxet^ and "complaining to the MajptchufettS" 
Government in 1642, he was fummoncd to appear 
before their Court, which he defpifed. ' But how- 
ever he purchafed this Traft of the Indians^ antl 
removed there with his Friends. But new Gcnrl- 
plaints (bon went 10 Lofton from fomcof the J?f/f- 
fijhy and Pcmbamand Socdnonoko petty Sachems of 
Ihe Indians^ who it feems, were willing to take 
Advantage of the Protection oi ihtMa^acbufetts^ 
Mnghjh^ to r^^volt from their Subje6lion to -34>^«- 
tonomy^ as Maffafoit had done beforpj by Meaps 
f>ii\it Plymouth-^EngVtJh. Hereupon Mr. Gotten 
^ind his Friends being fu.mmoned to Court ^ he re- 
fufed to obey, a$ out of the JurifdiiSlion, both of 
^ofion and Plymouth^ who both fought to ftretch 
^beir Bognds, to have taken him in. The Go- 
vernment at length, fent up a Company of ar- 
\ iticd Men, who after a fruitlcfs Treaty, macfe 
him and his friends Prifoners, except a: few who 
lefcaped by FJight.. They were carried xoBofion^ 
^nd dfteraXryal in t|ieir C?(^«r/, conderpned, to 
Jbe cop6ned in a fcyere, and even a ftandalous 
jyianner^ in fcvpral Towns, for the Winter^ and 
In the Spring banifhed the Colony. They came 
to kbode^ I/land^ and fearing to be again troublet^, 
th^ Mfffachi^/itfs feeking a Patent of fome of 
lbi5 J^irr^g^n/^t Country^ cbey procured ah 
jJ^B^Umj} lolemp jSubfi)iffian lof the Sachems to 
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Xing CbarUs^ on the 19th of Auguft 1644, and 

Mcffi. Garton^Greene^^nd Holden^vftntioBnglan^^ 

and obtained an Order, to be fuiFered peaceably 

to poflefs their Purchafe. And the Lands fore- 

mentioncdjbcing incorporated in the ^Province of 

Providence Plantations ; They returned & carried 

on their Improvements, naming tjieir Furchafe 

IFarwick^ in Honour loiheEarl of Ifarwick^^ho 

gave them his friendly Protcdlion. 

, • • ■ 

What Mr. Gotton^s religious Opinions really 

were, is now as hard to tell, as 'cis to underftand 
his molt myfterious Dialeff^ for there are fufficienc 
Reafons, why we ought not and cannot believe^ 
he held all that are confirfently fathered upon him. 
For *tis certain that whatever impious Opinions, 
his Advcrfaries imputed to him, and whatever 
horrid Confequenccs tbisy drew^from the Opinions 
.he owned ; he afcribed as bad to them, and fixed 
as dreadful Confequenccs on their Tenets, and 
at the fame Time, in the moft folemn Manner, 
denies and difavows many Things they charge 
him with ; above all, when he is charged with 
denying a future State, and the Judgment to 
come, both in Theory and in Pradice ^ he pe- 
remptorily, and vehemently denies the Charge, 
and folemnly appeals to GOD, and all that knew 



'* They fomcrimfscilled rhemfelve? the Cofony^ fomctimes the 
Preylnee of Proyidence Plantai'ms^ xnd fumetfnies the Qclonf 
jpr Proviaci, 
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was by the KiogV Order, an exa<% Accoanr 
taicco of the Nuipl^er of Souls in the Colony^ t . 
ancljhey were found CO be.no lefs, than Sennn^ 
teen Tboufand Nine Hundred and thirty Five^ of 
whicti ho more thaa Nirie Hundred and Eighty 
• Five^vicre hdiam^^^^ndOne^bou/and Six Hu^^l 
drtd^and Forty Eig^t^ Negroes. So that the ^Bffi' 
^Jh iH all were Fifteen SCboufand Stbree Hundred . 
ana fw. ' . . .:.: * 

fSptpg of the principal Perfons^ Mf ho came 91. 
&(l ta this Ifland, r^ moved-again in a litc^Time^ . 
fome to Lv9^ J[pand Jof larger Acjcommodation^^ 
{Qiffil^ Jio Majfacbujits again,: ^wbere three.* pt 
tbofe Families, have made ^a very confid^rable 
Figare, ever fince to this Day. A .confiderabitt 
Nupiberlikewife, .removed to ^he other Towns 
iQ this, Colony, MC^Q^any ij&tled in the Parts^dr 
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f The'faid Accouot was taken before Pravidfitct Townlhip waf 
divided. The wlioJe Account is chi9f 

' '-' H^bites. Negrm. 

Niiofffrtt 3845 ' S^9 

^Tovidenci^ . . ,3707 11^ ^ 

* Pcftfmoufhf 645 100 ' 

*' J^mrqvhk, 102S 77 

. ff^ffierly^ . i6zo . {6 

' KorthKifigpff^' 'iSlS '^^^ 

^ Spuib Kingfi0i^ . / 9^5 3J3 

Eaji Greenwidff 1 149 40 

" %iwf/-7iwif, zzi 80 

y MtVf Sborebam^ - 2Jq ZO 

15302 X648 
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jacent) that are within the Colony of Plymouth. 
Neverthelefii in 1730 the Inhabitants of ihewboh 
Jfland were Fiw ^oufand four Hundred and Fifty 
Eighty and of this Town Four ^bou/and Ji9c Hun^ 
dred and Forty ^^vtho are no doubt by this TiftHI 
increafed to F/w S[^oufand Souls. TheTrade aii4 
Bufinels of the Town at the firft, was but verjf 
little, and inconfiderable, coniifting only of a lit* 
tie Corn and Pork and Sobacco^ fcnt tt Bojion^ foi 
a few European and other Goods, they could no* 
fubfift wif hour, and all at the Mercy of the Tra« 
ders there too. * At prefent there are above oni 
Hundred Sail of VefTels belonging to this T'own^ 
bcfides wjiat belong to the rejf of tie Colony. 
GOD grant, that di$ we increafe in Numbers and 
Riches^ we may not increafe in Sin and Wicked* 
neis i 1)1^: that we may rather be lead, by the 
divine Gopdnefs, to reform whatever may have 
been amifa or wanting among us. 

« 

As to the Forntiof Government we have palled 
under, it rauft be obfcrved, the Government has 



— 'il > ^mudmmmm^mmm^mmimmmmtmmtmmm* 
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* Perhaps it may be agrcablc tofbme Perloni, to obfervr ^ th^c 
about 16^0, and many Years after, ProV'^fion Pay wa§ 
100 per Cent. \itntzx\\StetUngiAfXicy, In itSS) the Prrcct 

, pF Goods fct to pay Taxes io, were, Wool 8 d, per Poand, 
JButter 4 d Indian Corn i /. 6 d. per Buihel. If the Ta« 
ivaspaidin Money, then there was to be an Allowance of 
Abaremcnt of one fixrhParf , and that perhaps will nearly give 
the true current Price, oi thofe Kinds oi Proviiioos, at thac 
Timc< 
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l)eeQ z\yi^y%mott Qv \ti^s demccratical Kithfirfi 
Incorporation on ihelfland^tbePeoplechofe ^Judgo 
to do Juftice and Judgmeot^ and preferve the 
publick Peace j and towards the latterEnd of the 
Year^ on the fecoqd Day of the eleventh Month, 
they added three Gentlemen as jijjiftants to him 
in his Office. 4^ And foon after appointed all, 
to take the Oath of Allegiance to the King, ac- 
cording to the Statute. In 1640 they voted, 
the chief Magiftrate fhould be called Gavernour^ 
the next Deputy Governour^ and four GentUnun 
chofen out of the two Towns, Jffiftants. Theic 
Names were W. Coddington Governour, ly. Bnn^ 
ton Deputy Governour, N. Eafton^ J. Coggelhalf^ 
W. Hutchlnfon^ J. Porter^ Affiftants. The next 
Tear R. Harding^ was in Mr. £aJion'$ Place, and 
Mr. ^. Bautfton in the Room of Mr, Hutcbinfon^ 
C who perhaps removed ) and the next Year Mf^ 
Bafton was chofen Afliltant again, and tbofejix * 
tientkmen^ held their Offices, 'cJiU the Patent of 
Jncorp ration. 

At Provide nciy all new Comers promifcd •* to 
" fubmit themfelves In adlivc or paflive Obe- 
^' dience, to all fuch Orders, and Agreements, 



f The three Elders were Nicholas Eafion, John Coggpjball^ and 

ff^illiam Brenton, 
* The Six Genrlcmcn were TV. Codington Governour, JV» 

Brenton Deputy Governour, N. Eafon^ j-Coggffbalif IV* Baal" 

fien, and y. Pitter, Aflillams. 

a» 
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** as fliall be made for publick Good of the Bodjr, 
•* in an orderly way, by major Confent of the 
** rnbabitants/'* but thi^ being infufficient,27th 
Day 5th Mo. 1640, they did to the Number of 
near 40 Perfons, Comhineiti a Form of civil Gd- 
i^ernment, accofdiog^to a Model drawn up by 
fome of themfclves, as mod fuitable to promotb 
Peace and Order in their prefent Circumftances ; 
which however left thera in a very feeble Con- 
dition. 

But all the Inhabitants in ihtNarraganfet^Bay^ 
being without a Patent ^ and any legal Authority, 
1643 Mr. R. H^illiamSyWtnt to England as Jgent^ 
and by the Help and Affiftancc of Sir HenryVane^ 
jun. obtained of the Earl of iVarwkk (appointed 
by ParJiament Governour & Admiral of all the 
Plantations) and bisCounctl^ *^ a free and abfolutc 
*^ Charter of civil Incorporation, by the Name 
•' of the Inco«'poration of Puvidenee Plantations 
•^ in the Narragan/et-Bay [iiH New- England i'* 
impowring them *^ to rule themfelves, and fuch 



:f The firft twelve Pcrfons who came to Mr. f^iUmms^ and 
therefore had,by vemie of his Conveyance, fome Prero- 
gative with him, in the Oivifibni &c. of the Land, were 
William Arnold^ ^obn Gretne^ John Thro^ntorion, ^bptnas 
J^nt'S, H^illiam Harriif Thomas Olfiey^ Richard IF'aterman^ 
Francit IVtfton, Etekiel Hollimati, Robert Cole, StMey JVfft- 
eoat, and William Carpenter Soon after came to them G)ad. 
Browne, J^m. Fairfield, J. fVartter, E, Angela f. W'tndfor, SL. 
.. gcott^lVmu Remolds^ Wm Wickendefiy Gregory Dexter, &C.&C. 
snoA of whofc Namet remain in a numeroui Poflerity . 

Ha " M 
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^^ as (hoold inhabit within their Bounds, by fujch 

^' a Form of civil Government, as by the vol^n- 

*^ tary Agreement of all, or the greater P^r^ 

^^ ihall be found moil ferviceable, in their Eftate 

^^ and Condition ; and to make fuitable Laws, 

-^ agreeable to the Laws of England^ fo far as 

•^^ the Nature and Conflitution of the Place will 

f* admit, &c ''-— Jt was dated i^tb oi March ^ 

lf)'b CbarleSy u e, 1643,4. but it don't appei^r 

how long it was, before Mr. IVilliams brought it 

over: It is not to be wondred at,' if it took them 

fome Time to agree in a Method. 

In i^^T May i^tb^ t Genera] AlTembly of the 
Province C^s then called) eftabliflied a Body of 
wry good and wboUfctne Laws^ agreeable to the 
Englijb Statute Book ; and ere<Sed a Form of civil 
Government for the Adminiftration of the Laws ^^ 
and the making fuqh other, as fbould be found 
neceflary. Tht /upretne Piwer was left in the 
Body of the People, aflenibled in an orderly 
way; aCourt of CcmmiJJioners^ confifting of fix 
Perfons, chofcn by each of the four Towns of 
Providence^ Portfmoutb^ Newport^ ic ff^arwiek^ had 
a Legi/lative Autborityy at leaft, their Ads were 
to be in Force, unlefs repealed within a limited 
Time, by the Vote of the hiajor Part of thcFrec- 
tnen of the Province, to be coWt&tA at their 
^"efpe^iive TownMeetings appiointed for ibatEnd. 
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APreJident ^ four Affifiants were cbofen year- 
]y, fobe Confer vators of the Peace, with all civil 
Power, and by a fpecial Commiffion, they were 
Judges of the Court of Tryals, aflifted by the 
two iVatdtns or Jufticcs of the particular Towh^ 
ia which the Court fat from Time to Time. 

Every Town chofc a Council pf fix Perfons^ to 
manage their Town Affairs, and their Town 
Court, had the Tryal of fmall Cafes, but^.with 
an Appeal to the G»rf of tbePufidom i^AJflmlj^ . ^ 

Sfibii 'Sotm of Government fubfifted till 1651,^^ ^ 
when there were feme Obftruftions to it, by a 
Commiflion granted from the Council of State^ to 
the principal Inhabitant of the Ifland, to 
govern the Ifland, with a Council chofen 
by the People, and approved by himfelf. But 
thePeopIe thinking it, " aVioIation orlncraach- 
mcnt on their Liberties, and Purchafes,as grant- 
ed and fecured by Charter " ; immediately dif* 
patched Mr. R. Ifilliams and Mr. J. Clark to 
England^ as thcirAgents, agd tbey eafily procured 
an Order from the Council of State^ to vacate or 
fufpend the Commiflion. This Order is dated 2d 
of OSfober 1652, but by Reafon of fome Mif- 

^iioderllandings between the four Towns, it was a 
Year or two before they returned to their old 

■Plan, which then laftcd to the;prefent Charter. 
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In i66^July 8. Charles 2d. granted an ample 
I Char tdr, whereby the Province was made ^'a 9ody 
^^ Corporate and Politick, jo Fad.& Name, by 
" the Name of theGovernour and Company of 
, ^' tbeEngUJhOhny of Kbode-Jjland and Pfovidenct 
'* Plantations inNew^ England in Atmrica.*^ This 
C H A R T £ R we enjoy to this Day, thro' the mer* 
ciful Providence of GOD. And as every one 
knows, the Form of Government efiabliihed in 
^it, I need fay but little about it. The Govitrnpur^ 
\uit^^eputyG6vtrnour^ and ten AJJifiants chofen 
yearly by the Freemen^ on the firft Wedoefday in 
May^ have the Admiaiflration of the Government 
in their Hands ; and together with thirty fix De^ 
puties^ 4: chofen half yearly by the fe vera ITowns, 
make up the General AJfembly ; which is the high-- 
eft Court in the Colony^ and. our Legiflature : im- 
powred to makcLaws as to them (hallfeem meet, 
for the Good and IVelfare of the faid Company— 
•* fo as fuchLaws be not contrary and repugnant 
•^ unto,bpc as near as may be^agreahle to the Laws 
" of England^ confidering the Nature ^Confiituiion 
" of the Place and People there.'' 

S'bis AJfembly meets twice a Year by Charier^ 
on EIc6tionDay, and the laAlfednifday cfO£icber. 

■ ■ ' ' " T^ 

^ The Tovn of Cbarlrfioivn being crcftcd fincc this wa« pre- 
pared for the Prcff, the Number of Dcputicf is now Tbhiy 

Eight 
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^efirji^ by Law is held at Newport ^ iod thelaft 
at Providence & Soutb-Kingfton Hiernaicly. The 
Governour has no negative Voice, and the majoc 
Voce of the whole AfTembly in one Houfe, dte-* 
tercftines in t A'eChoice of civil or militaryOfiicers^ 
but in the pafHng Laws the AiTembly fits in twtf 
Hbures. 

V 

. i I . . 

Ic would be too tedious, to give a particular 
Account of all the repeated Attempt^, and Stfa- 
tageftiS made ofe of, to wreft the Jurifdidion and 
Propriety of a confiderable Part of the Landi 
within our Patent from the Colony. 



Therefore I proceed to fay, 

When Col. Dudley was appointed Prefident of 
the Majfacbufetts^ the Narraganfet Couhtry, called 
then King^s Province^ was included in Ms Com- 
miffioa In 1685 O^oher 6. a tVrit of ^0 IVar^ 
raatOy was ifTued out againft the Colony^ which 
was brought here Jufje 26. 1686, by Ed. Kan^ 
d(flpb^ £rq; whereupon the Free Inhabitants, e(^ 
pecially of the chief Towns, met at Newport oa 
the 29th, and gave in their Opinion to the Gene- 
ral AiTembly; and left " the further Proceeding 
to the judicious Determination of the Aflembiy.'* 
The AflTembly upon ferious Confideraiion, pub- 
liflicd and declared, that they determined, not to 
!^* iland Suit with His Majefiy^ hut to proceed^ by 

b a mile 
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^ hkMle Addrefs to His Majtfiy to ^ontinuo their 
^^ Privikdgts 8^ Liberties according to the Charter -^ 
and they accordingly fcoc home ao Addrefs to 
the Kingj ivho by his Anfwer promifed them 
jProtei^ion, and Favour. Howeyi^p the Colony 
was ptut under theGovernment of ^ir Ed.Androfiy 
and ^^ fufifered with others, feveral Hard{bii>S9and 
fevere Impolitions." 

" .1 

- Th^ Reafons why the Affcmbly choft not to 
ill^QdSuit with the King, were partly " their Po-; 
f^ yerty^ and Inability to bear thefixpence of fuch 

^^ a Law-Suit in £i;i^/^i!i^, apd {^^rtly tbeExampIt 
" of the many Corporations in Englindy which 
^' had in the likeCa^ furrendered their Charters,*' 
and perhaps the fecretHope they fhould find more 
Favour with the King, by this way of Procccd- 
iO£s was the principal Motive. 

January iz. 1686,7. Sir Edmund Androfs^s 
CommifEon to be Governourof this Colony,with 
the reft of New England^ was publiflied here, and 
the Colony made one County, and governed by 
civil Officers under him. 

After the Revolution in England^ there waj 
a General Aflcmbly of the Freemen of the 
Colony at Newport^ May 1. 1689, who agreed 
•* that fince Sir Ed. Androfs was feized and con* 

^^ fined with others of his Council {^xBofion^ and 

•^ hit 
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'^ his Authority (ileoced and depofed/it w«s their 
" Duty, to lay hold of their former CbarUr Pri^ 
vi/edges j and avowedly profeffing all Allcgianict 
to the Cromn of England^ they replaced all the 
general Officers that had been difplaced three 
Years before. But fome of the Gentlemen after, 
wards declining to aft by this Authority, a gene- 
tal Aflfembly called February 20 following,etefted 
others in their Room. And there having been no 
Judgment againlt the Charter, the Government 
allowed of the refuming it, and thro' the divine 
Goodnefs,^ and the Clemency, Juftice, and Pru- 
dence of oor Princes, it has been continved evee 
iince. GOD grant, we may never forfeit noc 
lofe our precious and invaluable Liberties and 
Priviledges ; and that we may ever ufe then! 
with Prudence and Difcretion, with Gratitude to 
GOD, the Governour of the World i and with 
Loyalty to the Crown ! 

It IS now more than Time for me to lay before 
you, f^me Account of our religuus Affairs. 

It is a Pitty we cannot intirely confute all $h$ 
opprcbrious T'bingSy which fome have written of 
feme of the Inhabitants. I am fatisfied a great 
many of them were wholly groundlefs, many 
others very much aggravated, and mifreprefeo- 
ted, and fome Things made to be Reproaches^ 
which in Reality were Praife- worthy. 

I I 
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I take it to have beeo no Difhonour to the Co- 
lony, that Chnftians, of eirery Denomteaiion, 
were fufrered to lead quiet and peaceable Lives, 
without any Fines, or Punifllimencs for their fpe- 
culative Opinions, or for uiing thofe external 
Forms of Worfliip, they believed GOD had ap- 
pointed, and would accept. Bigots may call 
this.Confufion, and Diforxler, and it may be ^o^ 
according to their poor worldly Notions of Re- 
ligion, and'the Kingdom of Chrift. But tFie pre- 
tended Order of humane Authority, afTuming the 
Placet a.^ Prerogatives of JefusChrift, and tram- 
pling on the Cpnfciences of his Subje^s, is, as 
Mn JR.* ^i7//4^i moft juftly calls it, ^^ monltrous 

V JDiforder." 

Tho^it be very certain, that a publickWorfhlp 
of6ob,is ^ry ncceflary ^ventocivilizeMankind, 
Who would be likely to lobfe All Senfe of Religi- 
Ml Vifhptlt k ; yetU will not follow, that the ci- 
vil Magiftrate, as fucb, has Authority to appoint 
the Rites of Worfliip, and conftraiii all his Sub- 
Jefts to ufethem, much left to punifc them for 
nfing any other. What has been forever the 
Confec^enccs, of his jiretending to fuch Authori- 
ty, and ufing his Power to fupport it ? What 
Glory doth it bring to GOP, and what Good 
can it doto Men, to force them to attend aWor- 
fhip they difapprove ? It can only make them 

H vpocf ites.and GOD abhors fuch Worftiippers. 
^"^ ^ Not- 



NotwitbftaQding our Conilitution left every 
one to his own Liberty, and his Conrcienccsdn4 
notwithftanding the Variety of Opinions that 
T^ere entertained, and notwithflandinglome may 
have cpntraifted, too great an IndifFerepce to a- 
ny focial Worfhip, yet I am well afTured, there 
fcarce ever was a Time, the hundred Tears paft^ 
in which there was not a weekly publick Wpr- 
ftip of GOD, attended by Chriftians, on this 
Ifland, and in the other firft Towns of the Colo- 
ny, 

It is no ways unlikely, fome odd, aod whimfi^ 
cal Opinions may have been broached, the IM 
berty enjoyed here, woiiJd tempt Perfons diftrcfr 
fed for their Opinions in the neighbouring Go- 
vernments, to retire to this Colony as an AfylMm. 
It is no ways unlikely, that fome Perfons of a 
very different Genius, and Spirit from the firft 
Setlers, might intrude themfelves, and ufc thi$ 
Liberty as an Occafion to the Fle(h ; but the firft 
Set of Men who came here, were a pious Gene- 
ration, Men of Vertue and Godlincfs, notwith- 
ftanding their Tinfture of Enthufiafm, which 
was not peculiar to them ; and notwithftanding 
their peculiar Opinions of Juflification, and th^ 
Nature, and Rights, of the Chriftian Church, 
They had not fomany great and wifeMen among 
them, perhaps, as were in fome of the other Co- 
4onies j but their whole Number was very fmall, 

I Z NS5W 
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in Comjyarifon with the other Colonies : Never- 
tbelefs they had fome very confictcrable Men^ 
and of fuperiour Merit. It is true likewife, their 
Form of Government was too feeble, their fif^ 
Patent kit them without fufHcient Authority iri 
their civil* Officers, to check any popular Hu- 
mours I but yet, they did, and that as early as the 
JMaJfacbufttts Colony, form a Body of good Laws, 
by which all Vice, and every Immorality, was 
difcouraged or punifhed. And throughout the 
whole Hiftory ofthe Ijlattd and Colony ^ there is 
manifeftly, an Aim and Endeavour^ to prevent 
or fupprefsall DifordcfS and Immoralities, and to 
promote univerfal Peace, Vertue, Godlinefs, and 
Charity. 

I do not pretend to defend all the Opinions, 
that were entertained by any of them ^ much 
lefs all the extravagant Notions^, that were un- 
juilly afcribed to fome of them s nor yet to juf- 
tify every Word, or Adion, that might be the 
BfFed of heated Zeal, orraifed Indignation and 
Refentment. That Man, who will go about to 
jullify, or condemn a Party, in the Groft, and 
w thout Diftindion, (hall never be approved or 
fmicated by me, much lefs can it be expeded, 
I ihould defend all the Opinions of fo many dif- 
ferent religious Parties, as were here united in 
civil Peace. However, I dare fay it after Mr. 
?• Qark^ that " notwithftanding the different 

'^ Confciencr^ 
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^^ Confciences find Underftandingf among them, 
• • ihcy agreed to maintain civiljuftia and Judg*^ 
•* mentf^ neither were ihere foch Outrages com- 
^^ micced among them, as in other Parts of the 
** Country were frequently fccn.'* ( Clarkh Nan 
Ifitrod.^ And I bear them Witnefs, they had a 
Zeal for GOD : If it were not according toKnow- 
Jedge in every Article, yet they lay open to In- 
iirudiion, defirous to find out and difcover the 
whole Mind and Will of GOD; which cannot 
fo truly be faid of all Places, where yet Men are 
not more infalfible. If there were any of them, 
who made Shipwrack of F%ith and a good Con- 
ference, perhaps it would be as eary,as it would be 
invidious, to find Parallels enough in other 
Tlaccs^ to fhew there are other dangerous Rocks, 
befides Liberty of Conlcience. It is an unac* 
countable Humour, that has prevailed among 
too many chriflian Se£t5, to make Religion, and 
the Gofpel confift, in their own peculiar and dif* 
cinguifhing Tenets, which would almoft tempt 
an impartial Man, to think it ought rather to 
confift, in thofe Things, wherein they are moft 
generally agreed, and conclude in the Words of 
the excellent Dr. Cjfton Mather^ ** The Period 
'^ Ivftens for a new Reformation^ wherein *tis 
•' likely none of ^»r verybeft Parties^ will be in 
*^ all Things, the Standard of what fhall prevail 
f ' in the World, but our holy Lord will form a 

^^ new People, of thofe good Men that fliall u- 
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f • nite in the Alleles of their Goodncfs, and 
** fwcctly bear with one another in their Jcfler 
*' Differences/' ( Good Men united, p. art, 7. ) 

It muft be a cnean contradedWay of thinking 
to confine the Favour of GOD, and the Power 
oFGodlinefs, to one Set of fpecqlative Opinions, 
or any particular external Forms of Worfhip. 
How hard muft it be, to imagine, all other Chrif- 
tians^ but our felves, muft be for^ial, and hypo- 
cricical, and deftitute of the Grace of GOD, be- 
cjiufe their Education or Capacity differs from 
ours. Of that GOD has given them more or leis 
Light than to us, thcf we can*c deny, they give 
the proper Evidence, of their fearing GOD, by 
their working Righteoufnefs 3 and (hew their 
Love to him, by keeping what they underfland, 
be has commanded ^ and tho* theirFaiih in Cbrifi 
Jeftis^ purifies their Hearts, and works by Love, 
and overcomes the World. It would be hard to 
ihew, why Liberty of Confcicnce, mutual For- 
bearance, and Good Will, why brotherly Kind- 
nefs and Charity,is not as good a Center of Uni- 
ty, as a conftrain'd Uniformity in external Ce- 
remonies, or a forced Subfcription to ambiguous 
Articles. Experience has dearly convinced the 
World, that Unanimity in Judgment and Affec- 
tion, can't be fccured by penal Laws. Who can 
tell, why the Unity of the Spirit in the Bonds of 
Peace, is not enough for Chriftians to aim at ? 

And 
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And who can aflign a Reafdn^ wby xhty may 
irot love one another, tho' abounding i^. tbeici 
own feveral Senfes > And i^y^ if they Jive 
in Peace, f he GOD of Love and Feiace^ may qoc 
be with them ? ..• 

Indulgence tb tender Confcierices, .migbt be a 
Reproach to the Colony, an hundred Years agoo^'. 
but a better Way of thinking preVaiJd in thePr^*^ 
teftant Part of the chriftian Church at prefeni^. 
It is now a Glory to the Colony, to irave avowed 
fuch Sentiments fo long ago, while BiindQefs. i(| 
this Article, happened in othet fil^ce^, and tq 
have led the Way as an Example tp others^ and 
tohfivc firft put the Theory into Prat^ice. . 

-Liberty of Confcience, is more /ully eftatiljfh- 
ed and enjoyed aow, in the other New^BngliJb 
Q^onies ^ SLnd^ur Mctbcr-Kwgdom^ gtanxs'i le- 
gal Toleration., to all peaceable and cdnfcientrous 
DiiTenters from the parliamentary EftablHhment. 
Greater Light breaking into the Wbfl3, ahd the 
Church, and efpecially, all Parties by Turns, ex- 
periencing, and complaining aloud of the Hard- 
ihips of Conftraint, they are come to allow as 
reafonable to all others, what they want and 
challenge for themfelves. And thcte is no other 
.^Bottom but this to reil upon, to leave othet^the 
•Libcfty we fhould defire ourfelves, the Liberty 
wherewith Chrift hath made them free. This is 

doina 
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(Jioances that have been mifufed. The PrcUf- 
iauts in general have done fo^by both Sacraments^ 
which they have all of them refcued from fome 
or other of the drruptions of Popery. And why 
. Chey.m/iy not be as well refcued from every Cor^ 
.fUpiiatf^BS from fome, and why Chiiftians may 
. not revive the true Form of adminiftring Bap- 
tiiiD, as well as the Supper, is hard to tell, unlefs 
we make a Charm of the Infiitution. So long as 
we have the New-Tefiament, wherein the origi'^ 
nal ContmiJ/ion and InfiruHions are contained^ we 
can want no immediate Warrant, to obey the ge* 
^neral Laws of Cbrift^ any more than a new Re- 
velation, and new Miracles, to juftify our belie- 
. ving the old Fads and Dodrines of the GofpeL 
The Bible contains the Religion of^ Chrillians, 
/and the Word of GOD is a fufficient Rule of 
Faithand Wor (hip. Had Mr. iVilliams adhered 
to this Maxim, the Maxim of the Pr^^i^T^^/^ri, and 
more efpecially of the Puritans^ he jmight have 
ct>ntinued an Anahaptift z\\ his Days, as Ms faid 
he was more inclinable to them, in his latter 
Time. 

Bifliop Sander fon fays, (Veneer on the thirty nine 
Articles^ p. 6$$.^ That " the Rev. Arch-Bifhop 
" H^bitgift^it^d the learned fl^^A^r, Men of great 
** Judgment, and famous in their Times, did 
^* long fincc forefee, and declare their Fear, that 

•* \i ever Puritanifm (hould prevail among us, it 

<« would 
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^^ would A>on draw in Anabaptifm after ir,***^ 
•^ This Cartwright zndiht Di/ciplinarians denied^ 
^^ and were offended at.—- But thefe goodMen 
" judged right, they confidered only as prudent 
•^ Men, that Anabaptifm had it*s Rife, from the 
^^ fame Principles the Puritans held, and it's 
" Growth from the fame Courfe, they took s to- 
•* gether with the natural Tendency, of their 
^^ Principles and Practices toward it ^ efpecially 
^^ that ONE Principlb, as it was theo by 
^^ them mifunderftood, that the Scripture was a^ 
^^ dequata agendorum regula^ fo as nothing might 
^^ be lawfully done, without ex^prefs Warrant, 
^^ either from fome Command or Example thereini 
^^ contained ^ which Clue, if followed as far as 
" it would go, would certainly in Time carry 
^^ them as f^r as the Anahaptifis had then gone/' 

This I beg Leave to look on as a moil glorious 
Conceflion, of the moil able Adverfaries. One 
Party contend, that the Scripture is the adequate 
Rule of Worlhip, and for the ncceflity of fome 
Command or Example there 3 the other Party, 
fay this leads to Anabaptifm. It feems very re- 
maikable, that the Puritans^ at leafl fome of the 
Puritans, put the Baptifm of Infants^ and the tfi- 
tniniftring Baptifm by Sprinklings on a different 
Foot from many of the other Party. It was one 
grand Reafon of the Plymouth Pcople^s Difcon- 
tent in Holland that the Dutch would not reform 

K 2 ihe 
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the Coltom of baptifiog IndilTerenclf , the Chil- 
dreo of all PerfoDs that had been themfelves'bap- 
tifed in Infancy. And ic was once a great Com- 
plaint, againft New England^ that the Children 
only of vifible Church Members, were admitted 
to Baptifm. Nor did the general Way of bapti- 
fiog the Grand-Children of the Covenant, or the 
Infants of fuch as do, what is called Qowning the 
Covenant^ Qa Pbrafe and IVay peculiar perhaps t$ 
JJew England '^^ take Place, without a very great 
and long Struggle : perhaps it don^ yet univer- 
fally prevail. When the firitPrinciplts,&Pra£tice 
of New England zxe inquired into, sind compared 
together, and with thofe that prevailed forty 
Tears after ; it will be found no gi'eat wonder,if 
tt Perfon (and there have been fuchPerfons) who 
heard the unanfwerable Argumen|(^ with which 
fome Peeda-baptifts prove the Infants of thofe who 
jire DOC Members of fome vifible Church, are not 
to be baptifed ; and the like powerfulArguments, 
ivith which others, prove that other Infants have 
an equal Right and Claim with the Infants of 
Church Members ; I fay, it would be no won- 
der, if fuch a Perfon (hould believe them both, 
and conclude in the Words of the late excellent 
Dr. C. Mather on a like Occafion, " that R e g e- 
V^fL AT loii is the fthing^ without whicb^ a ^ith 
0nio Sacraments^ is not to he pretended That real 
Regeneration, is that which before GOD,rcnder;s 
]^eo capable of claiming Sacraments ^ and vifi- 
ble 
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ble or exprefTed Regeneration, b that which be<¥ 
fore ftS^n, enables them to make fach a Claim ^^ 
(Owp. fur Contm. p. ii.^ 

But to return, about the^Year 1653 0r54,therQ 
was a Divifion in the Baptift Cbtircb^ at Providence^ 
about tbe Kite of laying on of Hands ^ which fome 
pleaded for as efientially neceiTary to Churchy 
Communion, and tbe others would leave indifFe- 
rent. Hereupon they walked in two Churches^ 
one under Mr* C Browne^ Mr. If^ichnden^ ^c. 
the other under Mr. Thomas Olney ; * but laying 
on of Hands at length generally obtained. 

It is remarkable, that the Principles of a too 
rigid Separation^ planted by Mr. IVtlliams^ have 
taken a deep Root, while Tome other of his dar- 
ling Opinions are almoft withered away. That 
Church which was diftinguifh'd by holding laying 
on of Handsy ncctffary to all baptized Perfons^ 
came in Time, generally to hold univer/al Re- 
demption. 

This Church (hot out into divers Branches, ^$ 
the Members increafcd, and the Diftance of their 
Habitations made it Inconvenient to attend the 
publick Worfhip in the Town 3 feveral Meetings 



* Thi? laft conrinued 'lili about 20 Years fince, when be- 
coming dcftirure of an Eider, the Members were umfcd 
virh other Churches. At prcfent there is fo.iic Prol^c^tof 
their Re cftabliihmcnc in Church Order. 

w^re 
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were thereupon fixed at diflfcrentJPlaces, for their 
Biafe and Accommodation ; and about thjPiTime 
the large Townfliip o( Provide/fce became divided 
Into four ^owns : thewCbapels of Eafe^ began to 
be confidered as diftinft Churches, tho' all are 
yet in a Union of Councils and Interefis : And 
there is a ftrift AiTociation, of all the Bapcift 
Churches in New England^ that hold theDodrine 
of laying on of Hands ^ in that iSp^, maintained, 
by yeatly Meetings of the £iders and Brethren, 
at feveral Places,^ from time to time, where the 
Affairs of all the Churches are confidered* 

The People who came to Rhode- I/land^ who 
were Puritans of the higheft Form, had defired 
and depended on theAfliftanceof Mr.^iE^^/a;r/f*^i 
a famousCongregationalMinifter aforementioned. 
Buthechofe to goto Long- I/land^ where he 
continued fome Years. In the mean Time Mr. 
Jebn Clark^ who was a Man of Letters, carried 
on a publick Worftiip (as Mr. Brewfier did at 
Plymouth^ at the firft coming, till they procured 
Mr. Lentbal of IVeymoutb^ who was admitted a 
Freeman here Auguft 6. 1640. And Augufi 20, 
Mr. Lentbal^ was by Vote called to keep a publick 
Scbool for the learning of Youth, and for hisEn- 
couragement there was granted to him and his 
Heirs one hundred Acres of Land, and four more 
for an Houfe-Lot ^ it was alfo voted, ** xh^one 
•* hundred Acres (hould be laid foctb, and appro- 

** pfiated 
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'* priatdd for a School^ for encoyragement of the 
^* poorer Sort, to train op their Youth inLeara- 
*' ing, and Mr.A^^<r; Lentbal vihWt he continues 
*^ to teach School, is to have theBenefit thereof.'' 
'Bm thisGehtleman did not tarry here very long <: 
I find him gone to England the next Yeiir but 
one ; but there is noReafon to think thatPerfoAS 
of their Zeal, Ihould immediately fall into 9 td- 
tal negle& of a focial Worfhip. One of their 
tirft Cares both at Portfmoutb and at NiWp^$ wiB 

* 

to build a Meeting Hmfe^ which I fuppofe was^de- 
ligned for publick Worfbip. 

It is fald, that in 1644, Mr. J^hn Clark^ and 

fome others, formed aChurch,on the Scheme and 

Principles oftbe Baptifis. It is certain th^t io 

1648 there were fifteen Members in full Commil* 

nion #. And it is this Church, of which we are 

by divine Providence, khe Succeflbrs, tho* with 

fome little Variation in the Points, which their 

Adverfaries had obje£ted to them, in the pther 

Colony. And thus all the Churches of Chrift in 

New England have meliorated their Opinions,and 

ways of fpeaking of fomePoints, fince that Age of 

Difputc,Contention and Temptation. However, 

I have good Reafon to think, the firil Founders 



4: The Names of the Males were fohn Qark^ Mark Lukdr^ 
N/rtban.9ff If ''eft ^ UTtn. Fahan, 7%omas Clark, Jofifb Clarke 
fofm Prfkbam, John ^korndon, William Ifeeden^ and Samutl 
f/Mard. 
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Af'tkisCliurch would Miffe heartily joined in that 

*£xpiiihatioo, wbiebwM accepted kom Mr. C^l# 

tM^ by the Sj^md^ ikn^ \irhicb is.f^id ^' to make 

ao happy CoDClttfioo of the whole Matter/' ztxA 

I : foppofe every one of the prefent Memb^r^ 

would readily fubfcribe it, viz. ^V Ti^/at we «r^ 

f^ ao% married to tbf Lord JefusChriil, without 

- ^ *Eaiih, giving an adual Confent of the Soui>tp 

i^^ it. That efife<2aaj Calling, and the Soul's ap- 

^^^.prehen^Jog by. Faith, is in tbe order of Na* 

Av ture, before Gpd'$ AGt of Jullifieatipn on i|)e 

^^ Soul I and that in the Teftimoqy of the Holy* 

•* Spirit^which is the Evidence of our goodEftate 

'^^ before God, the Qualificationa of. iohetent 

^^' Oraces^ and ithe Fruits thereof, pricing the 

'^* flnbericy of our Faith,inuft ever be co- cxiftent^ 

'*- conoui^rent, and co-apparent, or elfe the con- 

^^ ceivted Teftimpny«)f the Spirit, is either a Da- 

** Jufion or Doubtful ? -' ( Magnal. jB 7. P. 1 7.) 
lift thiis Church there were feveral Petfons, able 

tofpeak to the Edification of tbe reft i and I 
'hafve bien informed hy Sradifhn^ that the great- 
eft Fart of the Inhabitants, ufed to attend this 
Worfhip, tho^ the Members in Church Feilowfliip 
were'always but few. 

^ ■ . , , ■ 

ltL.x6j2 (during Mr. Clark*s Abfencc in Efi^^ 
land") fomc of the Brethren, embraced the Opi- 
nion of Laying en of Hands^ as ncccflary to all 
baptifcd Pcrfons, and in the Year 1654. or 1656, 

the 



• 

the OpioioQ It wt9 fteoeCary to Chotck Commv*- 
, otoo acid Fellowfliip^ lOgftihtr with ihcir Opioioos 
of the Dodrioes of Grace and Free- WilJ, qcql^ 
fiooed fonie of chem to fepef off ^znd form^ Cbiir<;h 
by thtemfelvea, tioder the l^e^ding of Mr. ^0« 
Vabap ^ this ^ Church coptinues to this Day^ 
and is namerous ; at prefent under the pefiorpl 
Care of Mefii. D. fTsgbtman and IJ. Eyns^ 

In i6s6 or 165% {oin» 'Of; the People called 
^Mkifs^ came to this O^n/ Mi (f^Mi | and be« 
i ing periecuted and abdfed in the .other Cth0iV$ 
that^ together with the Opinions and Circumftan** 
ces of the People here, gave tfaenr « very large 
HatVeft I many, and fornt of r2^^ Biftifi €Smrcb^ 
embraced theirDoftrtnesandpartleutarOpinione^ 
to which many of tbtit Fofimtf^ a6d ochera, iklH 
edhere^ 

About 1665, a Number of the Members of 

. the Church xiudttMt.J.Cisfk^xkmoiitd to the new 

Flancation at tyefttrly ^%mon% whomMr*7#i^eOiif- 

dal was a Pregcbet and Bldn. They afterwards 

did generally embrace $b$ SiWntb^Day Sabbatb^ 

and their Socccflors arc now a very largiMdfl$tt^ 

■ fijbing Cbuftb^ under the paftoral Care of TAtSL 

9^ MA£SMeM9n^ and Mr. Ifilliam Hificn. 

In 1671, fomc of the Members of Mr. Clar\% 
Cburcb^ who bad been in the Obfcivation of tbi^ 

L Siv$ntb^ 
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Seventh- ©Jiry ^ SahVaH^^iot Ibftie Tatirvj * tllo^ * it 

propef^and neccffa^y to d^aw off by tlitoiielves ; 

and they ftr'eAed ii' Church, under the' 'Leading 
' tfMi.^tHiattt Hfjicx. *Tis "under the Rortf of 

their Siiiccefrors wfe aretibw aflTembled.' *'^ Mr. 

J. Cettndal, Elder of this'iChorch, died the 12th 
• t>f Sept. 1737. - •• ■ ? ••■ ; 

• • •■, • ■ * . ■• i. ••• ^ C •.•...: , t 

In 1695, fevcral Minifters of the MaJfacbu/ittS" 

Ci>lohy]cittie and' p^sf^hed hire to feme who had 

defietfditi ^ The Wr:^t Year fherc was a Metting^ 

' Houfi^enSted^ in whicfk the: publick Wprflvp of 

GOD, wa^ ^Baiotained by the Rev. Mr N^tbanael 

- Gap. V ifn 11^20 ifcecer wa$ a Church ip the cungrC'- 
gationalScban$ glthercd^ apjd he wa^ oirdaincd 
the Pa(Gbrr; aiid cisf iltlt -ajljicfe, ^^ U^ the 

W(>rd iudiDo^rine^ Ja 1728 there wai ano- 
ther Church, formed out of this ^ the prefent 

^ Pallor the Rev. Mr, James iiartng. 

• to 

About 17065 theiWorfhip of GOP3 accprdipg 
to the Kites'oftbe Cburcb cf 'England^ was began 
to be fct up here, by the Somtyforpr(;paga$ing the 
Go/pel in f reign Parts. :JMr. Lc^kyer was the 
fir ft Miffionary^ fuccecded by the Rev, Mr. 
James Honyman^^i prefent tbemoft ament Mtffi^^ 
nary of the Church of England in all .//^ntica. ^IW 

* While our Cliurcli is crctiing a nc.v and more convenient 
Meeting Houfe, we are kindly favoured with [heUfe ol this, 
belonging to (he Sabbatarian Church. 

So 
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. Sothat there are at this Time, ftvtn. voorjhip^. 
ping AJfimhlieSy Churches or Societies, in tbii 
STown, befides a large one of the People called 
^akers^ at Portfrnoutb^ the other Fart of the 
Ifland. 

I am not able, to a£ligo the exa£t Date, vihtn 
every Church, or Meeting began, oreveiyMeetr 
ing Houfe was built, in all the feveral Towns of 
the Colony* But there are now in the other 
eleven ^omns no lefs than twenty five diftsn£i So-- 
defies or worfhipping Aflemblies of Chriftians ; 
befides feveral Places where there are occafional 
Mfetftings, in fome Part of the Year, or at certain 
Seafons, as is the Cuftom in the other Colonies, 
among the new or fcattered Settlements; 

There are in the nine Towns on the main Land 
eight Churches of the People called Baptifis^ one 
in every Town, except Greenwich^ where there is 
however a Meeting Houfe in which there is a 
Meeting once a Month. * 

Of the People called fakers there are feven 
Meeting Houfes on the main Land, and one at 



♦ The Names of the Elders of thcfe Churches arc, at PrffV/denm 
Mr. <TWindfor, & ^bo. BurUngbam ; at Smitlpld Mr. Jofias 
Cooke ; at Scituate Mr. S. Fisk ; at Glocefier Mr Ed. Mitcbel ; at 
Warrwkk Mr AdanaJJeh Martyn and Mr. Trancis Bates; at 
N. Kin^on Mr. K. Sweet and Mr.5. Henhgton ; atS^Kififffhn 
Mr. Daniel Everit. 

L 2 Jatnes^ 
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Jam^-'iown on Conanicut Ifiand ; aod a cobftant 
Meeting at Ifefterly^ tho' no Meeciog Houfe yet 

There arc /^«r epi/iopaJ Churches en the Main^ 
one at Providence^ to which the Rev. Mr. John 
Cbeckley IS appointed^ and one at North* Kingften^ 
of which the Rev. James Mc^Sfarran^ D. D. 
it the prefent Redor $ beiides one at WefterJy^ 
and one on theEdge of Warwick^ adjoining toEafi-^ 
Greenwich^ which are occafionalJy fupplyM by' 
the Miffionaries at other Towns. 

There are three Pffshyterian or C$ngf$iattonal 
ChntchcB^tLtProvidenceySoutb-Kingfipn^il IVefierJy j 
tach of rhem Aipplied at prefent with a Paftor^ 
n)iz. the Rev. Mr.Jofiah Cotton^ ztProvidence j the 
Rev. Mr. Jefepb Tortey^ , at S»utb* Kingft^n ; and 
the Rev. Mr. Jefepb Park^ at Ifefterly. And at 
JfeW' Sborebam or Bhck-Jfland^thtrt is a Meetivg^ 
Houfe^ which i€ at prefent fupplted with a Frea« 
icher. 

Thus, notwithftanding all the Liberty, and 
Indulgence here allowed, and notwithftanding 
the Inhabitants have been reprefented, as living 
Without a publick IVvrJhip, and as ungofpelized 
PJatitatims ; we fee there \sfome Form of God/i- 
»e/s every wber^ maintained. GOD grant the 
Power may always accompany the Form, and 

fhat all that Name the Name of Cbnji may de- 

part 
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|karc from Iniqoicy ; may Cbrift Jefuswalkm the 
inidft of bis golden Candlefiicks', and boUi cb^ 
Sears in bis right Hand ; and may he b^al ail 
Divifions among his Difciples, may be unite the 
Hearts of all that love Him,to love one another $ 
may he grant them to be all like ipinded, and 
may pure Religion, and undefiled, before GOD^ 
and the Father, thrive and flourifh among us ! 

It remains now that I fay a few Words rela- 
ting to the State of the INDIANS, \f^ithin: tb^ 
Bounds of this Colony, and the Citcomitances of 
the £nglilh in Regard to them. 

Id general, all the Ncw^EngliJb Colonies^ were 
at the fifil but one Interell, in Relation to the 
Indians, and tho' the other four, called thern- 
ftlves the united Colonies^ there was a Commiflioq^ 
from this Colony to Mr. IVilUams and Mr Clark^ 
to enter into a League offenfive and defenfivo 
with them. 

A few Years, three or four, before the Englijh 
came to Plymouth^ iht Indians had been dread- 
fully wafted away by devouring Sickncfs, from 
Narraganfet to Penolfcut. So that the Living 
fufliced not to bury the Dead, and the Ground 
!was covered with their Bones in many Places, 
This wonderfully made Room for the Englijh at 
Plymouth and Majfachufctts^ and thofe Colonies 
proteaed the reft'. 

\3 
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In the Year 1637, the EngUjb with united; 
Forces fubdued the Pequots^ who had attacked 
their Brethren in Conm£ticut ; the Narraganfttts^ 
who bordered on the Pequot's Land, confentedi 
and aflifted in their Deftru<ftion, thi'o' a Defire 
of Revenge, which is remarkable in all the Sa- 
yages^ tho' their old Sachems defired to hav9 
preferved Peace. 

The Nantygganjiks, or Narragan/itSj inhabited 
the Lands, or governed over all ihtlndians withia 
the Bounds of this Colony. They were a nume- 
rous, a rich, and powerful People : and thougl^ 
they are by fome faid, to have been lefs fierce, 
and warlike than the Pequots^ yet it appears they 
had lately before the Englijb came, not only in- 
creafed their Numbers, by receiving many who 
had fled to them, from the devouring Sicknefs,or 
Plague in the other Parts of the Land ; but they 
had enlarged their Territories, and that both on 
the Eaftcrn & Weftern Boundaries. They were 
reckoned jf^« Jl^^i/y^if^^fightingMen. iMfs.ofMf* 
K. IV. in Evidence:^ And Mt.lfiWamsfgySythey 
were fo populous, that a Traveller would meet 
with a dozen Indian I'cwns in twenty Miles. 

In the midft of this mighty, and haughty Peo- 
ple, the little handful of hcIplefs£#?f/(/Z', vcrtur'd 
to fir down ^ tho* not without taking all pofliblc 

Precautions j on the one Hand, to give ihem no 

juft 
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juft'OfFeoce, and on the other Hand, to keep 
cbemfelves in the belt Poilure of Defence their 
Circumilances would admit of. But tbeConqueft 
and utter Deftru(5tion of the Pequots^ had for the 
prefent endeared £ngli(h*Men to the Narrag^-' 

fits. And the Condud and Vafour they had 
fliewn, and the wonderful Succefs of their £x- 

'pedition, had made them a ^Terror to all the 
Indian Nations round about. 

Mr. Williams at fir ft ^^ made a Leagtiei>f pea- 
ceable Neighbourhood, withall the Sachems ami 
Natives round about ''; in this RboJe^Jfland was 
included. And on the 7th of July F640, Mr. 
Coddtngtofiy with tin reft of bis Jffiftants^ had H 
particular Treaty df Peace and Amity wilh JMjr- 
antonomy and the reft of the Sacbtms. Neverthb- 
. iefs, the next Tear, there was a Mifunderftand- 
ing, and fome Hoftilities, occafioned, I'th)n1c,bv 
ibme of the Indians^ (\i not Myanfonomy hXmMTy 
kindling Fire in Mh Eafton's Land, Lord's Day 
April 4. 1 64 1, whereby an Hotife of Ins was btirnL 
But whether it was dcfignedly, or only through 
carclefsriefs, don't plainly ajjpear in tbe Records. 
However ft alarmed the PeopIe,and among other 
Mcafu^^cs, they fitted out an armed Boat, to ply 
round the I/land^ to keep off the Indians from 
Landing ; and it fccms in fome Scuffle on jhat 
Account, two Englijb Men were wounded^ zudione 
Indian /lain ^ tho'the Orders to the Soldiers were 
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isfhitdahd prudent as could be given* Thejf 

Jikewife appointed Garrifon Hcufa^ to which tht 

.People were to repair on an Alarm. Among 

'^hich I find one was Mr. Lembai*B the Minifter. 

But the Rupture lafled not long, before Fea«e 
was reftored* 

In 1643 Myantonomy the great Sachem of the 
Narraganfets^ was taken Prifoner by Uncas Sa-^ 

chem of the Mobeags^ and fome time after Slain, 
"Vnd as fome of tht E^gUJb fay, after Quarter and 
*Fromife of Life given. This excited his Sobjeds 
to revenge his D^ach, but the Terror of the 
£$glJifib at iheMeffacbu/itts kept them quiet. And 
ffo 'til faid) that feven Years after, there were 
fome Commotions ftiiied, by the fame Terror 
-iikewife in 1653, &c. && 

y. lo 1652 when the Council of Stats confirmed 

^eir Patent, the People were put on fome' "Enr 

Jteippfes againft the Dutch at New-Tork^ or iWiw- 

Nitberlauds^ and the next; Year the Ijland fenc 

.fome Men to the Affiftance of their Country • 

Men, fettled at Long-Jjland^ which gave great 

Offence to the ^'owns en tb$ Main^ and in the 

two Dutch IVars^ in King CharUs zd's Time, the 

Cehnx^ Jfland were put to confiderable Expence 

and Trouble, to put and keep themfelves in a 

Pofture of Defence. 

la 
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-In 1675 Philip^ Kingof the Wampaneags^tgza 

tL Wat ag^ind Plymouth Cohny in June^ which 

foon fpread altnoil throughout all Ntw^ England. 

SraditiomCsiys^ t ^^ He was forced on by cheFury 

of his young Men, fore againft his own Judgment 

and Inclination ; and that tho' he foiefaw, and 

foretold the Englijb would in Time by their In- 

duftry, root out all the /i^^iMx, yet he was a- 

g«infl: making War with them, as what he tho'c 

would only hurry on,and increafe theDeftrudion 

of bis People :^' and the Event proved he judged 

right. The Powaws had foretold Pbilip^no Eng* 

lijb Manjbuld iver kill bim^ which accordingly 

proved true ; he was (hot dead by zn, Indian. * 

M When 



4: All the Hiftories from Mr. f^if^&^ri and Dr Mather^ mdkc 
PbUip to be rhe Spring and Mover of the War ; but there 
IS a condanr Tradition among the Poftericy of the People, 
Vfho livtd next to him^ and were familiarly converfant with 
him, as alfo with the Indians who furvived the War, that 
both Philif^ and his chtef eld Men, were utterly avcife to 
rhe War, and they flicw the Spot {KihmuH Spring, in a 
Farm belonging to Stfpben Paine. Efq; in Briftol) where 
PiE-f/^ received the News, of the &r^ Englj/bMcn that were 
killed, with Grief and Sorrow, and wept at the ^etvs ; and 
that a Day or rwo before the firft OucragCf, he had pro- 
ted:ed an En^liJb Man the Indians had capavarcd, refcued 
him from them» and privately fent him home fife, 

* I have heard from fomc old People^ who were ta miliar! v ac- 
quainted wirh the Indians, both before and after the War, 
that the Powaws had like wife p^en out an o'her amhip}*ont 
Oracle, which did very much fpirit on the Indians to W.ic 
at firft, and after wardj< as much difcoura^<fd rherr. 'viz. 
that they promt fid the Indians would be ftircrfs^uly if th^ Enghjb 
fired tie fir fi Gun, It is certain the Indians long dcluwd, 

and 
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When ?hilif could no longer relift the Impor* 
tdniry of his Warrioura, lie, hke a wife Mao, 
took the moft proper Meafures, to make chetr 
Enterprize efTedual, efpecially by an early En- 
deavour, to perfwade the other Indian Nationa 
into the War, that with united Forces, they 
iriight fall on the Englijh every where at once ; 
and particularly he endeavoured to perfwade the 
Narraganfets^ who had feveral Preteofions to 
quarrel with the EngUfh^ and who were then re- 



and defignedly avoided firing on the EfigVfb^ andfeem'd ta 
ufe all poffible Means, to provoke, the £ngitjb to fin firfi^ 
by rifling their Houfes» abufing their Cattle, threatning and 
. infuitin^ tHeir Perfbns &:c. And the Hiftories carry it, that 
an Engiilh Man fired the firft Gun, at Jkletapetfti Ganifon^ 
fome Days before any Epglj/b were flain. fiur thole anaent 
People, fince dead, told me, rhat by a Miftake, occafioned 
thro' the Hurry and Trepidarioti, which ufually attends 
the beginning of any confidcrable Enrerprife, an IntUanfirtd 
tbeffft Gun, (whether on Pocaffet Side where there >yas a 
Skirmiih at the heginnitig of the IVar^ that is not mentioned 
by Mr. Hubbard &c. I cannot now fay) and that the News 
oi this, when known ttmo'ajgtheJttdians^vfVLt a fatal Wound to 
their Courage, they faying the Engljb Adan*s GOD would fio<w 
fubduB tbem^ which contributed not a little to their after De- 
ftrudtion. This I always looked on, as a very remarkable 
PafTage, but the Authors before mentioned, and Col. CLurch^ 
ivho had by far, the bcft Mean.* to be informed, in all Cir- 
cnmftances, relating to the Beginning and Progrels of the 
War, in this Part of the Country, being wholly filcpt about 
ir ; and the few ancient People who are now alive, that were 
A6lors in the War, not retaining any perfect Tradition of 
the Matter, the Reader may cntercaia ih<. Story as he plcafes,^ 
I dare not warrant the Truth ofir, b it only that I certain)/ 
heard the Story from fome ancient People of Swauz/y, fincc 
dcccafed. 

puted 



'pMXtifdof ^boufanA i flgbtiqg Men. But whe- 
ther the War began too icon for them, or the 
firft Beginnings difcour^iged them, or that they 
did not intend to make Waf at ail ; they rtaew- 
'ed their League of Peace aiid War with the HnU 
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:{: Mr. HMard (ays^Page 15. '" The Narhaganfets promiftd 
** to rife with /wr Tmtfand in the Spring, ot the Year 1676.** 
and in a Poftfcripc fays, *! Cpncerning the Narbagatt/ets^ 
*** this is further to be added liere» that Mr. Thomas Sianfon 
'* and his Son RtheH, who hav6 a long Time lived amongft 
** .thein,anda re beft acquainted with thetrLaoguage & Mao* 
" ners of any in New-England^ do affirm,rhat ro their Know- 
'< ledge, the Narbaganfit Sm^bems^ before the late Troubles, 
** hsLdiwo 7>ii«r/2ii}// fighting-Men under them ^ and nimfftai* 
" dred A^rms, ** Thefe Accounts are perhaps ioth true^ for 
the firfty might mean to contain^ 4// the Ihdianiit^ the Bounds 
of this.Colpny , who being under the Authority of the great 
Narhaganfgt Sachem, were often called by this generalName i 
and irere perhaps fittr TlboHfavd Aghiing Mem Mr. Stantcn 
m^ht mean, only thole frcferlTf of prccffeiy called Narra^* 
ganfet Indians^ in DifHndion from the Indians at Providence 
and the Indiaris at If^afwkk^ who' joiped in the War under 
Pombam^ &c. and from the Nybantkk Indians, under Nhiigrei 
who did not join in the War; thd* rhfefe were always, and 
to this Day, are freqctently iivduded in the general Name of 
Karbaganfet Indians. What feems to confirm this is wha( 
Mr. Hubbard adds, vhi. *• Yet are they fo broken and fcar- 
** tercd at this Day, that there is none of them left on this 
*' Side theCountry^unlefs (ome few,not exceeding feventy in 
*^ Number, that have flicltered themfelves under the Inha- 
^* hix^nts of Rhode Iftandy as a Merchant of that Place, wor* 
" thy of Credit, lately affirmed to theWriter hereof." Thofe 
Sheltered at the Ifland were either Prifoners of War, or 
fuch as had voluntarily furrendred themfeUes to the Engljjb 
for Prote^ion, on Promife of.Life. But *tis well known, 
that Nimgref$ Men alone, vaftly exceeded that Number; 
befides there were divers Prifbner^ at Providence. And that 
Side of the Country, was much fuller of Indians^ in the 
Memory of very many now alive. 
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jMiafu^ itk their Retreat^ returned^ put out their 
fires, and Iheltred themfelves, and found fome 
JCcfrtfhment among the Aihes of the beft and 
Urongelt Fortification the Indians were ever Mas- 
ters of in this Country. This was the guattfi 
ASiioB ever performed by the New^EngliJb QJo^ 
Mis^ igaioft the Indians ; if we regard either the 
. JSumbtfs of Mtn on each fide, or the Conftquenus 
9f tin ASlion. Befide that the Indians had now 
theUfe of Guns,as well as they ; and were as ex- 
pert in the Ufe of them^as any Men in the World. 
The Indians were foon purfued with Famine and 
^Sicknefs^ fo that after they fubmitted the next 
Year, they were never formidable again. Thefe 
^atraganfets^ do now in a Manner ceafe to be a 
People, the few, if any, remaining in the Colony^ 
being either fcattered about where the Bngiijb 
will employ them, or fiieltred under theSuccclTors 
of Ninegretj a Sacbtm that refufed to join in the 
War, and fo has preferved his Lands to his Pof- 
cerity ; and there are a few Indians now living 
round him, on his Lands, or belonging to his 
Tribe. 

As to the Part this Colony bad in that War, 
it muft be obferved, that tho* the Colony was not 
as they ought to ,have been confuked, yet tbey 
not only afforded Shelter and Protcdion to the 
flying Englijh^ who deferred in many of the 
neighbouring Plantations, in Plymouth Cohny^ 
^ andi 
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and were received kindly by the Inhi^bitants, and 
relieved, and allowed to plant the ntxt Tmt on 
their Conuaons, for their Support ^ hut they 
likewife furni(hed feme of the Forces withFrovi« 
lions and Tranfports : and fome of their principal 
Gentlemen, as Major Sanford^ and Capt. Gc^'- 
dittg^ were in the Adion at Mount Hcpe^ as Vo* 
lunciers in Capt. Churches Company, when King 
Philip was flain. t The Indians never landed oa 
the I/land^ in the War Time, armed Boats being 
kept plying round, to break their Canoes, and 
prevent their making any Attempts. But our 
Settlements on the Main fufFered very much,both 
at Petequam/cutj and at Warwick^ and at Provh 
dencei where tht Indians burnt blW the ungarrifon^d 
and deferted Houfes. And thelnhabitants made 
heavy Complaints, that when the Army of the 
united Colonies returned home, they did not leave 
a fufiicient Number of Forces to proted our 
Plantations, which were now, in a very peculiar 

t In the Cvhny'i Anfwer to the Kipg*s Leit$f l6'9, enquiring 
the Value of Mount Hope Neck^ which was begged of the 
King, by yohny Ctowne the Potty they fay, that * a Rhodt^ 
« Ijlartd Indian, under a Rhode IJland Captain^ a Volunittt^ with 
• d Plymouth Captain, kxWz^Yim^ Philip* His Name waa 
Jldermnn^dLwA Col Church ^dy she deferred the Year before, 
from Awnjbonks Sqnaw Sachem of Pocajfet, ^nd came over xo 
Rhodes (/land v.hh his Family, and gave good Intelligence to 
the En^ljb at that Time, which was ill improved or nc- 
glcdlcd. 

Manner, 



t« An Hiftofical Difcourfi^ &c*. 

Manner, expofed to anexafperatedaod defperate 
Enemy.* 



Uli^mm^^m^i^tmm^mamtmtmmmmmmmmm^^tmmJm 



^ I know this was atrempred to be excufed, by the Agents of a 
neighbouring Colony, before the King ; and thej had the 
Face to affert, that • the Colony voald never yeiid anjp 

• joint Affiifance againft the common Enemy, no not fo much 
^ as in their own Towns, on rhe Main, Bor garrifon their 

• own Towns of Providence and H^arwick^ and fo that the 
• * B]ame ought to lie on this Government, if they fuffcrcd 

• Spoyle, while the Army was purfuing the routed Enemy.* 
But the printed Hiftories confute this Anfwer in Part, the 
Pfovii/fivcf Company under Capt. Andrtvf Edmonds^ was very 
iH^lpful, and fuccefsful too againll the common Enemy, and 
that even out of our o\>n Bounds. ( Sec ^«^^<ir/i*s Narrative 
of the Troubles with the Indians, p. zS. ) ( See alfo Coi. 

i Church'* Hiftory. ) ] could give leveral Reafons, why rhe 
Colony did not aff mere Joint fytund why it ought not ro be 
charged to their Fault, that rhey did nor. But perhaps 
"(would be no Service to any Body now to mention them. 
However I mud fay ; it was not owing only to the rehgfous 
Principles of the Gentlemen then at the Head of our Admi- 
n iff ration. 'Tis true the Governour and the Deputy Governour 
that Year, were borh of the People called ^akers^ but 
there are military Commiflions fliil in Being under their 

. Hands and Seals, to Mr. B, jirnold/pn, and others ro go in 
an armed Sloop to vifit the Garrifms at Providence^ &c. Ic 
was but reafonable the united Colonies, fhould have left a 
Itifiicicnt Guard, ar leaft, at their own Head ^artrrs^ and 
fome other Places, while the fjland, the only Part of the Co- 
lony able to contribute to the Charge of the Wars, was at 
fo great an Expence, in fupporting and defending the dif* 
treffcd EngVJb^ who fled to them from all the adjacrntParts, 
On accounr of thefe and fome other like Afpcrfions, the 
forementioncd Deputy Governour ^in order that 1 hings might 
not be otherwife refented againft us than they were, gave an 




ight have been tot the Security of the King' 
• thiiColony.' This with fomcCommiffions adually (igBcd by 
him, is among a largcNumbcr of ancient Manufcripts in the 
Poffcffiouof the hoaonrMc JFflliamCodds/igtonfEU[; 



i As King Philip had no fortified Places, and no 
Magazines, when the foreign Succour and . AfQf- 
tance, which he depenr'ed upon^failed him, when 
the Natraganfcts mext \n his own Condition, and 
the MaM^v^T^s refafed to aflilt him, his People loft 
all Hope, '^and Courage, and Condud 9 being 
beaten off ffom their Planting and Fifhing, 
and purfued by Famine and Sicknefs, an4 divers 
Parties, of the Englijb^^ who had their Courage, 
raifed in JRroportion, asthe other Side were dif- 
qourag^d, ibey were forced to furrender almoft 
at' DifcrCtriion, and beg Peace on any Terms. 
Philip binifclf beiog l^ain, and moft of"the chief 
Captains^ the War wholly ccafed, in this Part of 
the Country, and with ihpfe Nationsi' who fir ft 
be«n the War. 

Ever fioce that I^eace, this Colony has had little 
or nobbing to do with, the other Indian IVars^ 
bqt only to affift xh^othtr Chnies^^htn properly 
confqlted and applied to. The Qohny bore it*« 
Part chearfully in .the fcveralExpedixions againft 
thj Fnencb at Pcrt'-K yal^ and Canada. And di^ 
ifine Providence remarkably fucceeded andfmiled on 
tie, Defence and PrruSlton of our Sea- Co aft s^ which 
wer£ v^ry much expofed all tha two hng French 
H'aru . 

\Thc pi^refifiry Defence of the Inhabitants, was 
never neglcdled in the Time of War, and fince 
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the Peace, the Colony, tho' fo fmall as it is^hath 
rebuiit an handfome Fort on an Ifland that com- 
mands the Harboar of Newport ^ and 1733 for- 
Diflied it with a Number of fine Guns^ at their 
own Bxpence. Befides, the Ohny always keeps 
a certain Number of fmaller Carriagi Guns and 
/mall Arms^ with all Necejfams and Affurtenanas 
in good Order, ready to put on Board one or 
more YefTels, as Occafion may require, on the 
very firft Notice of any Bnemy on the Coafts. 
And tho' a large Proportion of the Inhabitants, 
pre not free in their Confciences to ham IVar^ 
yet the Military Exercifes, are kept up as in o- 
iher Places, and the Soccefs, which formerly 
attended the Enterprifcs of our Forces,wil), while 
the Memory thereof remains, keep up a military 
SIpirit, io the Body of , the People. 

^ The Narragahfets^ as I obferved^werc the moft 
populous Nation among the Indians, but all At- 
tempts toCivilize orChriftianize them were utter- 
ly ineffe^uaK H\it\tSachtms would not fuffer tho» 
Gofpel to be preached to their Subjefts,and their 
Subjeds obftinately adhered to theTraditions and 
Cuftoms of their Fore- Fathers. It feems hard 
that New England (hould be complained of and 
reproached as particularly negligent of the Con- 
verfion of the Indians, and har<]er dill we fhould 
be reproached ff neglecting the Methods ufed hy 
S/kf, French to make Profelytes of their Indians, 

and 
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and moft unhappy that fuch Complaint^, are made 
by IVritifs that feem otbtrwife wtll acquainted with 
Plant at ion Affairs^znd aredefervcdly of grcatNote 
andChara&er. It is bofpy however thefe Rtpr^a^ 
^bes art not well grounded. NewEnglan D,nay 

the Majjacbufitts and Plymoutb Colonies alone ^ have 
had more Real SuccEs^^in tbeConverfion of tbelHr 
dians^not only tban all the largerEngUjh Colonies jto 
tbeSoutbward ; but tban all the other Christian 
Nations tbat bave fettled tbrougbout tbe wbifh 
Qjutinent of America. The Societies of New Eng^ 
England^ could nfever be contented with fuch fort 
of Converts as the Roman Catbolick Miffienaries 
boafted of in many Places ; they had no Satis^ 
fa&ion in the Religion of the nominal Chriflians 
in Eur$pe^ and iho*t it would be no Advantage, 
to make fuch Cbriftians among the Indians^ as 
knew no more of the Gofpel, than to make the 
Sign of tbe Crofs^ or who defired Bapti/m only, 
for the fake of the new Shirty with which their 
Converfion was to be rewarded. And there was 
very great Oppofition, to the making them real 
Chriilians. Their Sacbews or Princes generally, 
their Powaws or Priefts always, oppofed all tbeit 
Power and all tbeir Arts to prevent the Growth 
of the Gofpcl, as what they imagined would put 
an End to their Authority^efpecially that of their 
Priejls ; and the Cuiloms of the People, theic 
way of Life, and their national Vices, made it a 
moft difficult Task to go/pellize fuch People, m^ 
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muft be fi(&civilfzed or buManizid. The ' A^^wf- 
Engltjh i\onderto hear thenVfclves reproadier1,for 
not intermarrying witbfucb Barbarians^ of a Com- 
pletion fo different ; they never had theTemp- 
tations ro the unnatural Mixture^ as fdme foreign 
Plantations had, nor do ihey know other EngUjb 
Plantations ufed to do fo. 

As to tbis Oniony inParticular ; at ficfl, theiViir- 
ragan/its made it a publick Intereft^ to opppfe the 
Propagation of the Cbrijiian Religion And tho' 
Mr. IVilliams made fome laudable Attempts, to 
Jnftru(ft rhem, yet, he was much difcouraged, not 
only by want of a lawful Warrant, or an imme- 
diate Commiffion to be an Apoftle to them, but 
elpecially by (as he iho*t). tloe infuperable Dtffi^ 
cuitycfpreacbifJgChriftianttyto tbem^ intbeirown 
Language wttb any Propriety^ wit bout Jnfpiratton. 
After the War, they were foon reduced to the 
Condition of the labouringPoor, withoutProperty, 
Hevvers of Wood, and Drawers of Water j and 
there is no moreReafon to expe<aRcligion,(hou'd 
by human Means, thrive among fuch People, than 
among the lazy and abandoned Poor in Lond<JH^ 
The few that have lived much together, oniV////* 
grets U^nds^ have had fevera) Offers of the Gof- 
pel, as the Narrag^tnfets had before 3 and at pie- 
fent (he Congreg.itiorial Minilter at ll'eprly is 
a„ Miffionary to them, and encourrigcd by an Ex- 
hibitiuq frpm the ici^tcb S'.-cicry fcr pr^pagatitig 

Ckrijiian 
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Cbfijiian Knowledge^ by meAns of an Eftate,mor- 
trfied to them for this End, by the Jatc Dr,Damel 
IVtUiams of London. However, it muft be own- 
ed we have been too foon difcouragcd, and too 
ticgligcnt in this Affarir. Perhaps it is one of the 
worft EfFeds of the variety of religiousOpinions^ 
among the£/7f//^,that it has been fome hindraoce 
to this goodWork,and even furnifhed the /^^/ii/9i 
fome times, with an Excufe or Pretence to wave 
any Offers to inftr.udt them. If the Manners of 
any, have likewife prejudiced any Indians^ it is 
nioft lamentable. The Vices of Chriftians have 
been an infurmountable Obftacle to the progreft 
of Chfiftianity,in all the other Parts of the WorldJ 
as there are too many Evidences. May thefe 
Reflections, however, ftir us tjb to adorn our 
holy Religion, and to be careful that we give 
none Offence to any, that are without : And 
may it difpofe ail Perfons to contribute all in 
their Power, lo farther the Converfion of thefe 
People to the Chriltian Religion. They demand 
burCompaffion, and our Prayers to the Throne 
of Grace, that God would remove the Vail from 
iheir Eyes, and all Prejudices from their Hearts; 
that he would convert and fave them. 

Mt, R. IVilliams at firft, gave a promifing 
Charafiler, of the Morals of thcfc People ; but 
on longer Acquaintance, and more Experience, 

he-feems to have aJtticd his Opinion of them ; 

as 
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its tpfMrars by ibme Expreffions in a Mamtfcripi 
of his yei remainiog. ^^ The Diftindion of 
«^ diunken, and fober boneft Sachems, is (fays 
^ he) both lamrncable, and ridiculous ; lameo^p 
^ table, that all Pagans are given to Drunken^ 
^ fiefs ^ aoci ridiculoos, that thofe ( of whom he 
^ was fpealciog) are excepted. It is (fays he) 
•* nororioofly known, what Confciences all Pa^ 
•* ^^M make of Lying, Stealing, Ifboting, Mur-^ 
•«• dering. ^ &c. a5th 6th m. 1658. 

- After this Account of tbeir Morals, I (hould 
fblok it hardly worth while to inquire, what was 
theU Faitb and IVorJbip that had fo little EfFca 
00 tbeir Converfation ^ if we had not juft heard 
what a fcandal to Chriftianity, the Lives of too 
many Chciflians are. However the Faith of tbii 
Pet^le and tbeir idolatrous IVorJhip, was much like 
the other Indian Nations. They believed in one 
Great and Good God, who lived fomewhere at 
a great Diftance in the South Weft, and that the 
Spirits of Good Men do after Death i efide with 
him. But, the Government of the World, they 
feem'd to think, left inthe HandsofanEvilGod, 
the Devil, to whom, with many inferior Sc fob- 
ordinate Deities, they paid their chief Worlhip, 
at thcUNicemmors, or dcvilifli Feafts, as Mr.i^/V- 
liams calls them. 

The 
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' The IndiMS in this Part of Amtrica^ apptac t^ 
have been focne of the ieaft improved, of tikf 
humane Species^ without any Learning, or Koow^ 
ledge in any of the politer Arts of Life, evert 
without Ironznd the Improvements which depend 
on that. The ftrange Deftrudfcioo of this Peopi^l 
now fince the Wars ceafed, and within Memory^ 
is very remarkable. Their infaptrable Averfioa 
to the EngliOi Induftry, and Way of Lift?, the 
Alteration from the Indian Method of Uvjog^j 
their Lazinefs^ and their univerfal Low of Str0Hg 
Brinky have fwept them away, in t wonderful 
Manner. So that there are oow above twintf 
EngUjb to one ladiao in the Colony^ : Their feitf 
mUerable Remainders are left, as Monuments ^df 
the Anger of a righteous God, and for otta 
WarAiRg & Inilru(^on. While tfaeContexuionsy 
and mutual Animofities of the Indians in gene- 
ra), and their curfed Thirft of Revenge, made 
them a Prey to the Weak, and fmaU Number 
of £ngli(h, we fhould learn not to bite & devour 
one another, left we be devoured one of anotberi 
or of the Judgments of God. White we have 

fcen their Iniquities prove their Rpin, we fliould 
learn to break off from ourSinsbyRighteoufnefs^ 
and efpccially abftain from, and watch againft 
tbt Sitts^ which have been fo evidently both, the 
procuring Caufes, and the Means, of their De-» 
ftf utaion. When God was conduding the Ifroi-^ 
Iftes to the Land pf Canaan^ and diivJng out the 
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iohabitants, to make room for them, hd ttras 
pjeafed to warn and requite them, not to dtfili 
themfelves with the Abominations of thofe Na* 
tiofls, left as the Land then fpued out its Inbar 
bitaqts, fo it fliould fpueout them iikevvife, whea 
(bey in like manner defiled it. Tho' it wou'd be 
ridiculous to compare our felves, to the Ifraelittsi^ 
and the Indians to the C^^^^/;i/fj,in manyloAan- 
ccsp, yet in this^Refped, it may be pioper to ar* 
gtre, that if we Jfndianize in our Manners andVir 
Ccs^ they will in Time draw down the like, or as 
heavy Judgments of God, upon us, as thofc 
iS^iih Which he vhath deftroyed our PredecefTors. 
God grant that the People^ who have beeri iver'^ 
ibtQ^n in tbi Wilderntfs may be Enfamples to u«^ 
to 'prevent ourlufting after any Evils, lell sr0 
^?e deftroyed Irkewife of the Deftfoyer I — •■ V/ 

. And this brings jme now at Jaft, to the Re- 
M A ^ X.S I promifed at the Bejginning. : ^oa , 

*' I. The firft is, ^e wonderful and uvfearchahle 
Providence of GOD i in the whole Affair^ of driving 
put the Natives^ and planting Colonies of Europeans^ 
and Churches of Cbrijiians^ in the Place of Heatbe^ 
nifm and Barbarity. 

' I pretend not to have kftown the Mind of the 
L o R D, or to have been his Counfcller, or to be 
able to comprehend, the Ways of divine Provi- 
dence. GOD's Juiigmenis are a great Deep; 

but 



but we muft be wilfully blind, if we cannot fee^ 
tbat the Hand of tbi Lctd batb wrtmgbvtbis. 
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The Difcovery, and thcConqueft of Ambricaj 
with the amazing Defolations wrought therein, 
appear % more remarkable Event, than ainy other 
in all prppbapc Hiltory, iSnce the ]ijn|vcrfftl Dc- 
hige. A new World, as it was juftty callfedjdif- 
covered to the other, or- rather to Europe-^ and 
all its Riches and Glory, overturncdj and giveo 
away to an other. People j and tbc /ihrigi/tal^ 
iV^//v«^ by Famine, 5word and Pcftileoce, de-. 
ftroyed, and. wafted away by MHJhns throughout^ 
all America 1 , Who can tell how,, or how long 
it had been inhabited ^ and by what a Series of 
Iniquity, it was ripeforfuch a fearful Defolation, 
fuch an utter Deftrudlion! " If we believe a Pro* 
vidence (and 'tis impoffible we can believe none) 
we mull needs think it concerned, in the Prefer- 
vation, and the Panifhment.of Kingdoms, and 
Nations ; and that thcfe Parts of theWorld,tho* 
leperated, hid, and unknown to the reft, are yet 
as near the Omniprefcoce of GOD, and as much 
under his Governmenf,as any other. And there- 
fore we fli!3uld takeNotice of the wonderful Provi- 
denceofGODjin thisgreatAfFair. Howfliould wc 
learn to fubmitour little perfonal Affairs, to the 
divineProvidence,when wefee thatNations,before 
Him, are but as the fmall Duft of the Ballance ? 
Audhowjtiftly may we fay, Great and marvellous 
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aretbyWcrks^OLordGODAlmigbty-^ true ^faithful 
are tby Ways^ and righteous are thy Judgment s^tbou 
King of Saints ; who Jh all not fear tbee^ and glorify 
thy Name^ for thou only art holy : Let all Nations 
come and worjhip before tbee^ for tby Judgments are 
made manifeft. The tnoftHigb ruletb in ibeKingdotns 
of Men J andgivetb tbem to wbomfoever be pleafetb. 

Again, tie Settlement of New England in partis 
cular^ was evidently providentiaJjin manyRefpeffs. 
I have mentioned often the prevailing Mo- 
tive with the People, who jcame firft to plant 
and inhabit in this Wilder nefs ; but the 
BifRculties and Difcouragements in their Way^ 
were really many and very great ; fo that whom- 
ever refleds the leall upon them, ^^ mufl wonder 
^^ fo many were carried out from a flourifhing 
^^ State, to a Wildernefs fo far diltant ; for (as 
^^ One of them, Mr. Shepherd of Cambridge ; his 
Life in the Magnalia ^ fays ) ^^ they were not all 
^' of them rafli and weak fpirited Perfons,incon- 
^* fiderate of what they left behind, and were 
" going to. It was not Gain, or Riches they 
'^ aimed at. When we look back C^ays he) and 
'* confider, what a ftrange Poife of Spirit, God 
** had laid on many of ourHearts, we cannot but 
*^ wonder at our felve^, that fo many, and fomc 
^\ fo weak and tender, with fuch Chearfulnefs^ 
*^ and conftant Rcfolution, againft fo many Per- 
*" fAafions of Friends, & Difcouragcnwnts frrm 

"the 
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^^ the iJl Reports of ibe Caqotry, Md thp Straits 
•^ and Wants, and Trials of God's People in it» 
^^ yet (hould leave our Accommodations &Com- 
^^ forts, forfake our deareft Relations, overlook 
^^ all the Dangers and Pifficulties of the vaft Seat 
^^ and all this to go into a Wildernefs, where we 
'^ could. for<caft nothing but Care and Temptati* 
" ons, onlyn in hopes to enjoy Chuist in his 
^^ Ordinances, and the Fellowihip of his People 



I, ana cne r eiiowinip or nis reopie '* 



Mor^oy^, ^s thefe People came not here, foi; 
Flpnde;^^ which drew over the Jp^/^/^/ii to the 
Southward, ,f>either did they fettle tbemfejlves by 
Forae or^.hfbeir own Might ; but GQD was 
pleafed td make ready a Place prepared as an 
Afyium for them : And^nc^ he has Wonderfully 
drivuo ott^t aind confu9ie4; tbfi Natives by his de- 
vouring Judgments,. dieirStna have proved theic 
Funifhment ; and. tbejc d^teftablf Y i^es, iiave 
drawaon thofe noortal.Sickf^eiTes, wh'i^h. have 
wafted away all within;tbe^£ngKOiPale,but afew 
embraced CbriftUnity^ or who byfubmitting to 
the Effglijb P^o^^r, remains the Memorials of 
thefe wonderful Events. )ris triie^ the Indian 
Jealoufy and Revenge- pr^ented a Union among 
their feveral Clans at firft, and made them in- 
(Irumep^tal in the Deftru&ion of one another,and 
the Englijb had great Advantages in their Arms 9 
but ftill the Indians vaftly out-numbred them 9 
were more able to endure Fatigue, & Hard (hips. 
Hunger, & Travel j and were perfedly acquaint- 

O 2. ^"^ 
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ed wfth rfidivovrn GbuAtvy. However a umar* 
kahk Intttpfiuhn of ft6niidiiU^^%^ vifiblc io fome 
of the earlielt, and other the moft importaot £n«» 
terprifes- againft them i and i\ would ^berui^irlt 
not tb'gii^'e toGOD the Gto^y due tb hisNimc : 
The L 6 R D is King ioi evdr, and nh'e. H6atheU 
are perifhed out of- the; Land I ^As hhexefore 
GOD hath piaiKed this P^opk,ahdinitA:nhpirpwn 
Skill^'or-fiower,. fo oeMkeiec /them, imagine it 
was for their Merits and Deferts : We know not 
ihe ?ecret'inil future "Defighs of- Providence. 
Only^let us femerabcri that He wfcp chlrfflfeth 
the Heaibe^^ will alfo coirrcft thofr; iobi -ari 
bailed" ty bis ^ame^ if ihcyiurh to ^dtiy'^ " ^ " 

( Againj/'ris^remarkablieihaW xlivine Froviilence 
was pleafi^d 'eoTuppIy r)iel» Wants ^in a Wilder- 
nefs, among a People thaMle,vertoQ|tcjre^f6rihe 
Mohrow ja'nd tofupf>brt them undercthcDiftrcfles 
they were fried with. '' At-' Fiymoutb an* Bsftf,n^ 
hiany died at firft,. f&r waht^df Ncrtffarles - and 
GonvertiencWs, but afterw^rds^ it waa many 
Year^^ before any Sidkneft prevailed amoogft (hef 
P/^W^jV -' Artd'^thb' Ihey^havc ofteit 'fince been 
vifircrf with fare CalainitieV" and waflinig'SickT 
nefles;- '*yft their Numbers have cot^tinually 
incrcifed tti a very great Degree; wfiile the iN/it*- 
tives have been wafted away^by the farheDifeafts, 
and io/nc"rttfeer infe<Ski6tfs'' Diftempers, from 
which "xhc -'Ef^iUJh have'^-becn providentially 
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delivered. 4: I can'c help obfervlog here, tbip 
wry great Age^ to which many of the firfi SettUrs cf 
this Ohny lived. Many q( them thro^ all th^ 
Pifficulcies and Hardfliips of a new Planuciopj 
jived here i)ear and fame ahovej^ofty Yeacs^ aod 
Cotnc'ihov^ Jixty. ^ Remarkable was che Care 

of 

:^ Thus I am informed by a worthy OenHeman^ xhzxzn InMaWf 
coming in from Sea, fick ot an uncommon Fever^ infeded 
his Acquaintance, knd they propagated the Difeafc *to 

-others^ and a very |;r^at Mortality enfued among the''ifo- 
iliafft^' in Narhaganfet ; while the EngUfi^ were prefer ^d 

■ from the Infcftion 
■* Many of the Original Sttihrs ok the Colony, liyied thro* all 
the Danger^ and Oiliituhies of their new Settlement, above 
forty Years. Particularlv M.r. fF'm. jfm§ld^ Mr, ^Greene Bcc. 
who came up the firft Year with Mr. ff^illiams, }Ax:Harris^ 
Mr. t>lney &c. who came foon after Mr. Williams hinifelf, 
Kvcd (ill about 1682,. when he-was buried with all the So- 
lemnity the Colotiy was able ro (hew. Gov. Jfnold^ who 
came up a Man gr6\\li, the firftjfhnter^ dyed a few Months 
before Gry/. Oddhigtonin i6jS. h^ W'uvwiek Mr. ff^eiku 
was fiain by rhc fnidarti- 1675, a very anctent Man ; and 
Mr. Gorton, M**. ffdld^n &c lurvivcd the War, and (bmcof 




in 154.7. was Depiity'<Si»V. of the Colony 1700, »« he had 
been rn3iTy TimesfbHbre'. Hcre^at Nei'^irf feveral of thofc 
who Incorporated ^KcmfeKcs 1 63 T-iS'fndbf thofc who came 
to them the Summer following Turvived tlie IrjdiaM IVar, 
Mr: John Qatk \\^^ to ' the ipth of Afrjl i6-j6.* Gov. 
Breifton died in '1674. ■ Mr N. Rafion wfio came 1^38 fr6m 
Hampton, where he 'b-iilt ' the j^r^ Englp Houfe^ as he did 
alfo in 1^39^ in Netuptirf, lived to* 1675, vvheh he died a very 
ancienr Man. His Son Mr. yobn Eafion, who, as his Father, 
was divers Times Gavemotn of the- Colony^ died 1705, in hit 
'85rh Year. Mr. H. Bull, one of the 18 • that Incorporated 
thcm*cJvcs at the firO, was Go vemour of the Colony after 
the Revolution. Mr. Ed Thurfton, who wsl5 Afliftant kSiS'. 
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t 

of divine Providence in preferving them from 

FofHine in a nevtr Country, where 'twas fomeTime 

before they coold be enabled,to provide for their 

cibmfortableSnbfiftence. Godwa^rpleafed to blefs 

their Frovifion^ and fatisfy his Poor with FoodJ:|: 
- . 11. ITe 



and mafty Times Deputy for Newporft died 170(^,7, aged ^o 

vrYoari. Many fuch loftancei might be given. And manjr 

: oif the fecoml GeMrathn, fuch I mean, as were born viithin 

. thQfirft 20 Qr . a5 Years, reached to fourfcore, and ipme 

..'Xo ninety Years. If we confider, the ]ong Lives of fo many 

• jpf the fir ft Comers, ^ niHwithftanding the Hard^ios^-^nd 
Diftrefles they underwent, and the Change of Climate, 

: ' Ciet&candto thi* add,thc great Age of many of theirChildrea, 

. we can't call the CoUMiry^ Unheahhy^ or thelnhabitants Sh^t- 
Lived. The Proportion of ancient People above 70 Years 
of Ageit to the whohe Number of the prefent Inhabitants^ 
compared wiEh the iikf Proportion in other Cbuiuries, 
iwl;iich h^vc bc;e(i: lolly fettled, and inhabited above 1000 

, Yea^y can be no good . Rule ta judge by. Eighty Years 
agon, the whplt Number of the Inhabitants, . and coofe- 

- quently of the .QiErf}i& liere, was very fmall, perhaps there 
were fewer than ttV0 tttpdred Famtifs in the whole Colony, 
Andfthe Kumber pf- Inhabitants in this Town, has vaffJy 

. increafed the laA }p Years. Let me further add, that the 
iorcfaid Rule fwill not be applicable to this Cohfiy a great 
while hence, if.evet!,; brcaufci fo viatiy of the Natives^ 
^0 in the Ufefi Imiiajfi^nds. li \s certnin, a very ^reat 
Part of thofe of them who dye between fixreen and thirty- 

• (ix, are loft ac Sea, or dye in thofe Iflands, or 
bring home from thence, thofe Difeafes, which foon prove 
fatal to them here ; tho* *ris notorious, how condu- 

. civ^e to the Recovery ojf Health, a^ Voyage from thole 
Iflands, to the Northern Plantations, is generally found, fb 
that we have almoft always fome or other of their Inhabi* 
tatKs here for that End. 

4: January 22 i(S9> it was found that there were but 108 
Buihels of Corn, to fupply ^6 Perfons : Which at the 
Proportion of one Bufhei and half a Peck to each, was not 
more than fufficicnti to, fupply them for fix JVuks^ and ytt 

it 



IL /ij^# muji remark (however it will foand in 
the Ears of many) that this Colony was a Settle* 
m$nt^and Plantation for Religion andConfciencefah. 
The.firftComers.came on thisAccount i tbeirBrc- 
ihreo may have faid many hard Things of them^ 
io their Hafte ^ but 'tis certain the firft Planters 
of this Colony^ and Ijland^ fled not from Religion, 
Order, or good Government ; but to have Li« 
berty to Worihip GOD, and enjoy their own re« 
Kgious Opinions and Belief. They left England 
for the fame Reafons, and with the fame Views, 
as the reft ; and they left the Majfachufetts^ as 
they tho't, on the like Account, and came here 
to purfue, and effeft the finds of their firft re- 
moval into America. 

I know well what Account, the New Englijb 
Hiftorians give of that Set of Men s but we muft 
remember, they were Parties^ and wrote by way 
of Apology^ or to vindicate themfelves from the 
Charge of Perfecution^ or Error and Herefy^ both 
alike odious. Now if it be confidered what Ac* 
count contending Parties, ufually give of each 
other, and in what a Light, and with what Co- 
lours they ufually reprefent their Adverfaries j 
no one will charge me, with any Dcfign to re- 

it was then more than (b manyMonrhf to Harvcft. But there 
uas plenty of Fifh, and Fowl, and Venilon; and foon aftcr^ 
even to this D^y, all the Ncccfliricj of Lite have bcca 
pleniilul. 

fled 



%« Ah kiftorical hifrbuffi^ ^6. 

flcft on thofe Gentlemen, whoft Memory i/'fo 
highly regarded in the other NfiW^Ekglf/h-^hil' 
nits^ if I beg leave to queftfon and fbfpcdk'the 
ilt Charaj£ter/they have faftried.bn r hole poor 
Pcopfe, fome of whom have expreffed a "deep 
kftifentment of the Injury, and Wrong that'wa^' 
done them, by the Hiftorians of the other Party. 
Whoever confiders /i^ Cbarader^ xho^c tyrifefs* 
give of all other Seffs^ and Parties of Chriftians j^ 
and the Chara(5tery^f/?if other Partus give of theiti^ 
tvill be apt to think that both Sides are to be 
read with Allowance for their reffeStive Prejudices^ 

ft 

Ifay, whoever confiders the Charader the con- 
tending Parties of Chriftians, almoft for ever 
give, not only of each others ^eeets^ or Opinirns^- 
but of ihzht Conduit ^ efpecially in fo far as relates 
to the Support or Spreading their Opinions ; not 
only the Papijls of the Protejiants^ but the Pro-^ 
tejiants of one another, particularly ih^Lutberans 
of the Cahinifis :. QHornbeck ^ Summ) Who- 
ever confiders how common *tis for perfonal Re- 
flexions, to mix with folcmn Debates, on the 
higheft and moft awful Dodlrines, as well as the 
Icall and moft indifferent j I fay, whoever con- 
fiders thefe Things, will readily acknowledge wc 
are not to take the Charafter of any St& or 
Perfon, barely from the Defcription of known 
Adverfaries ^ efpecially when the Defcription 
doth it felf imply many Cifcumftances, which 
carry the llrongcIlGrounds ofSufpicion with ihcm. 

If 
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If there be any thing in that Obfervatioo, 

^^ that the Nature, and Import of the Queflions, 

*^ about which theDifference began, and the Zeal 

^^ wherewith they were handled, intimate fome- 

^' thing iff the holy temper ^ prevailing among the 

" Body of the People ;" (iMagnaUar) I defirc it 

may be coixiidered, that thofe FerfonSi were ia 

repute wkh the very beft, for Holinefs and Zeal, 

before this unhappy Contention. Moreover, ic 

mull be reroembred, that the Points about which 

they were charged with Error, are of fucha Na« 

turc, as that a Perfon^s Sentiments may be eafily 

miftaken^and mifreprefented. It was long before 

the Church at Boft$n could have any Evidence of 

their holding thofe Opinions, which that Church 

condemned, the WitnefTes at the laft wereParties 

and tranfported withZeal. 'Tis not doubted there 

was fome Difference in their Opinions, at lead ia 

their Expreflions ; but there is much Ground to 

doubt,whether any of them held all the Opinions 

condemned in the Synod^ and that few of them 

held many of thofe harfh Confequences, which 

their Adverfarics, drew from their Tenets. Bc- 

fides much the greater Number were never cen- 

fured at all ; but (as I obferved before) con(ider« 

ed as Brethren'^ long after their coming here. 

We cannot reafonably fuppofe that they di- 
rcftly forgot or negleftcd tie fhle End of theic 
Removal, but as they followed that Ci^^rfi&Orier, 

P xk«^ 
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they judged moft agrfeable to the Will of GOD, 
and profcfled ihofe Opinions^ and Articles of Be^ 
//V/ they tho't GOD had revealed, fo we mull 
charitably judge, x\\t Life of Kelipon^ and the 
I^ove and Fear ofGOD^ did not go out,and vanifli 
away, on their leaving all, for bis Name fake and 
the Gpffel^ i. e. the Liberty to worfhip Him ac- 
cording to their Confciences. And yet all the 
other Colonies will be obliged to own, that the 
Trials and Temptations of a Wildernefs^hadfome 
unhappy EfFedts, on many who had fliewn great 
Zeal about Religion. 

However, while we are contemplating the Oc« 
cafion of our Settlement, and the £nds& Views 
of our pious Anceftors, when we find tbatKeJigion 
andConfcience began tbeColony^Wxs natural, 'tis necef- 
fary torefled & confider how thefe Ends are anf- 
wcred by their Pofterity at prcfent. Our Fathers 
bore theHeat &6urdenof theDay,and tho' Provi- 
dence gave them a pleafant and fruitful Land, * 

the 



* Mr. Neale juftly obfcrvcs (p. 595) this Ifland which h a- 
bout 14 or 15 Miles long, and about 4 or 5 Miles broad 
(rho* of unequal Breadth) isdcfcrvedly cQecmcd the Para^ 
iiiffioi New England for the frmtfulnefs of tie Soil, and the 
ferKperatenefs of the Climate; that fho' it be nor above 65 
: Miles South oi Bojlon, u a Coat warmer in Winter, and 
being fur rounded by the Ocean \% not.fo much afttfted in 
Summer with the hot Land Breeds, as the Towns en the 
Con'incnt. " Let me add, we bave all Summer a South 
or Soufhwcft^rly Sea Bree7je, almoft every Day, which rifes 
Mboat ioA.M. and wondcifully cools the Air. And by 

realoii 
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the Garden of New England^ yet the fubd.uing 
and cultivating a Wildernefs, was a tedious, ap^ 
a laborious Bufinefs, and necefTarily attended 
with many Hardfhips^ Straits, and DifHcultie3- 
Their Pofterity polTefs the Fruit of their Labour, 
and ihould think themfelves obliged to fulfil the 
pious Ends of our Plantation. GOD juflly eit* 
pc&s that we fear the Lord our God, and Love 
Him, and walk in his Ways, and fervehii?) tuith 
all our Heart, k feems, that pure Religion, and 
true Godlinefs, is what we in a tnoft peculiar 
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rcafbn of fouthcaftcrly Sea Breezes, in the Spring, the S\im* 
ner does not corac on fo quick as at Bofion^ tlio'chc Wif- ' 
tcr ufaally breaks up Iboner.— *— K*>-Hejre let nie be per- 
nritted to offer a Corrcftion oF a vufgar Error, about tlie 
Rcafon of the Cp.'i of New England IFinters^ whLch is to 
very much greater, than in the European Country s in the 
fame Latitudes. The L«^v/ ufaally bear the Blame" ot oar 
cold Nf>r/ib«;f/2 Winds, bar by a Map ofthcCounrry ofiff)e » 
five Nations, and ot the Lakes &:c. pabliflied at New Tork 
by Juthorityy and fa id to be taken from a Map of Loit*fiftnh^ 
xione by Mr. De Lijl&in 1718. ir appears that all the Lal^e«» 
except the Li^ktCbampJahif arc confidcrably to the Weft ward 
ot the Nortbwifi Point, from this Town The chief of thefc 
vaft Lakes are Norrhweft from Penfilvanla^ Atfarfi^nd, and 
J^trghia AW ihc threat Lakes zv^ If^cjl hot^ Albavy ^ a* the 
Council of New-York fcem to aff^rt ; and Jlhanyh^^s I fup- 
pofe, nearer If^eft from Bofton than Northwcft. Befidei, ir 
is credibly reported by inrelligent Perfons, moft converfanc 
in thofe Regions, that at the moft Eaftern of the Lakes, the 
Winds arc usually EafierJy in thofe Months, when uc arc 
frozen with North ff^eft IVinds, Perhaps as our Diftancc 
from the Equator, occafions the long Draft of Winds from 
North. Weft, fo the vaft Body of Lands, uncultivated, and 
covered wirh a perpetual Foreft, which breaks the Ravs of 
the Sun, and prevents their Refleftion from the Eaah, is 
what occaiioQS ihofe Winds, to be fo very cold here. 
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manntr^ owe to GOD, as the very Quit-Rents 
ef ourLandS) &: ao Acknowlegement of the meici- 
iulProvidences in our firftSettlement ; as well as for 
the conitaot Favours of GOD to U6 ever fince. 

. The Pollerity of a People, who were guided by 
the Providence of GOD, to this happy Ijland^ as 
« fafe Retreat from the ftormy Winds 3 as a Place 
of freedom to practice every Branch of Religion 
.in, muft be inexcufable, if they degenerate and 
forget the God of their Fathers. The verylnftrU" 
"" jment of our original Incorporation^ obliges us to 
*^ ferveGOD &JesusChrist,& obey all his 
holy Laws/' Irreligton then, and Prophannefs, 
and Immorality rauft be a peculiar Reproach to 
fuch a People. Our Fathers will rife upinjudg* 
inenc againft, and condemn their degenai^te Off- 
fpring, and the GOD of our Fathers will caft us 
off for ever, if wc do not pradlict that JSobriety, 
Righteoufnefs, and Godlinefs, which his Gofpel 
requires, and we are undur fo many peculiar 
Obligations to obferve. Nay, it will be more 
tolerable for the Pequots^ the ffampaneags^ the 
7<larraganfets in the Day of Judgment, than for 
fuch of us as obey not the Gofpel of our Lord 
J E s u s C H R I s T. It is true, the Indian Nations 
did obftinaiely refufc the Gofpel, but they knew 
not what they did ; they did it ignorantly, and 
in Unbelief^ while we have known our Mafter's 
WiJl s and to whom much is given,of ihcm much 

will 
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m\\ be required. As we have been as it were 
lifted up to Heaven with Privileges, our Fall will 
be fo much the greater, in the bottomlefs FitjUa* 
lefs we lay hold on eternal Life. 

If our Neighbours obferve the MaoBers of the 
Inhabitants are reformed in any Inftaoces, for- 
merly grievous to them ^ let lis endeavour to ie» 
form whatever is ftill really amUs among us, and 
put away the Evil of our Doings, that the Lord 
GOD may dwell among us. May we be noted 
only, and ever, for the general Difcharge tif all 
poblick and private Venues s for the impartial 
Adminiftration of Jufttce ; and the fieddy £xe» 
cntion of good and wholefome Laws ; and for 
leading qu'tec and peaceable Lives,in all Godlincfs 
iind Honefty, 

It is an old and common Obfervation, that the 
Stature, and Compledlion ^of humaneCreatures, 
as well as of Plants and Animals ; yea, and 
the Genius and Difpofitions of a People, are very 
much influenced by the Soil,and Climate ; by the 



* In like manner fomcDilcafci arc pccuHar to every Country j 
perhaps we may ihisl^ay accouiir for what has been, in vain, 
ettcmpred to be accounted for fo many othcrWays ; viz. the 
defeHivB Teetb (o common in Seiv England. MT.RWilltams^ 
€dys^ that when he firft came here, the Indians were vaftly 
fubjcAto ih^To(ftb'Mh\ and that their very ftourcft Men, 
(onfphimd more of that ?atn^ than ihcir Wmtn of the Fains 
0/ Travail. 

Situaitvoa^ 
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Situation, the Nature, and Circumftances of the 

ilace they inhabit. Thus^the Inhabitants of the 

feveral Parts of Italy^ of Germany &c. are cha- 

raderized from their refpeAive Countrys 3 and 

thus It was obferved of the Carthaginians. The 
peculiar Genius, and Difpofitions of a People, 

mud arife from hence ; or the Form of Govern'* 
ment, and Laws they live under ; or the 
^Genius of the prefent chief Commanders. 
The Narraganfets^ who inhabited this Traft of 
Land, beTore us, were not remarkable among the 
Indians^ for many Vices peculiar to them, ^ only 
that in proportion to their greater populouAiefs, 
they exceeded in the Vices, common to all the 
Indian Nations. Idlenefs and Intemperance arc 
every where branded, as Indian Vices ; and they 
were complained of, as fhamefully ^^^//g^^^^ in the 
JJi«^^;/o« of their Children, and that they had 
in a Manner, no Family Government at all. Tho' 
the Face of the Country is greatly changed by 
Englijb Induftry, and an almoft ImmenfeLabour 
and Expence, yet a plentiful Country will always 
afford its Inhabitants Inducements and Tempta- 
tions to abufe the divine Goodnefs, and to turn 
the Grace of GOD into Wantonnefs. If inftead 
of having been able, to teach ihelndians^ Clrijiian 



^ Mr, Huhh/trd Cays, p2L. ^. •' The Narha^^afjfett, vcrc always 
more Civil and Quri ecus to ihc EfJglfJb, than any of ihc 
ciher Indtansl * 

VertueSf 
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Virtues^ we fhould learn, and imitate the Indhfk 
Vtces^ how unhappy, how reproachful, how U« 
mentable would it be > Surely, we muft think 
GOD experts more from us, with all our Ad-, 
vantages of Knowlege, with the Gofpel, the 
Word of GOD ; which is able to make us wife 
to Salvation, thro' Faith that is in Chrift Jefus. 
We have not only theLight of Rearon,brightned 
and improved, but Revelation, to be as a Guide 
to us : Let us make the Scriptures then as a 
Light to our Feet, and a Lamp to our Path. 

And in fine, let every Sec^, and Party of, 
Chriftians among us, be followers of GOD as deac 
Children : Let us be careful to build onlyGold^ 
Silver, precious Stones, on the Rock of Ages,the 
true Foundation of our Faith, and Hope : Let us 
walk worthy of GOD to all well pleafing, and a- 
dorn the Chriilian Religion in general, in the 
Sight of the Heathen ^ and recommend our 
diftinguifliing Opinions to one another, by a more 
exemplary Behaviour ^ and fo induce others to 
glorify GOD our Heavenly Father. 

III. Liberty of Confctence was tie Bajis cf this 
C>hny. Our Fathers tho'c it juft and neceflary to 
allow each other mutually to worfhip GOD, as 
their Confciences were rcfpcdtively perfwaded : 
They tho*t no Man had Powcroverthe Spirit of 
COD s and that the Duty of the Magiitrate waa 
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fo leaie every one to follow the Light of his 
Cdhfcience. They were willing to exhibit ta 
iBe World, an Inftance that Liberty of Confci- 
ence was confiftent with the publick Peace, and 
fStit flourilhing of a civihCommon Wealth, as well 
as that Chriftianity could fobfift without Com- 
pulfion, and that bearing each others Burdens, 
was the way to fulfil the Law of Chrsft. 

I do not know there was ever before, fince the 
World came into the Church, fuch an Inflance, 
as the Settlement ef this Ohny and Ijland. In 
other States the civil Magiftrate had for ever, 
z puhlick Driving in the particular Schemes of 
Faith, and Modes of Worlhip 9 at leaA,by nega- 
tive Difcouragements, by annexing the Rewards 
of Honour and Profit to his own Opinions ^ and 
gencrally,the Subjed was bound by pehaKLaws, 
to beHeve that Sec of Dodrines, and to worihip 
GOD in that Manner, the Magistrate pleafed to 
prefcribe. CbriftianMagiftratis would unaccoun* 
Ubiy aiTume to themfelves, the fame Authority 
in religious Affairs, which any of the Kings of 
Judab^ or Ifrael^ excrcifed, either by Ufurpation, 
or by the immediate Will, and Infpiration of 
God ; and a great deal more too. As if the 
becoming Cbriftiany gave the Magiftrate any new 
Right, or Authority over his Subjcfts, or over 
the Church of Chrift ; and as if that bccaufir 
fhcy fubmitted pcrfonally to the Authority, and 

Cover a*-" 
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Government of Chrift in his Word, that there- 
fore c hey might cloath tbemfelves with his Au« 
thoricy ^ or rather, take his Scepter cue of his 
Hand, and lord it over GOD's Heritage. It is 
Jamencabie that Pagans and Infidels allow more 
Liberty to Cbriftians^ than they were won*c to 
allow to one another. 'Xis evident, the civil 
Magidrate as fuch, can have no Authority to 
decree Articles of Faith, and to determineModei 
of Worfhlp, and to interpret the Laws of Cbri^ 
for his Subjeds, but what mnft belong to all Ma« 
giftrates ; but no Magiftrates can have moreAu« 
thority over Confcience, than what is necellary 
to preferve the publick Peace ; and that can be 
oqly to prevent one Sedfc, from oppreffing ano- 
ther, and to keep the Peace between them* No- 
thing can be more evidently proved, than ^^ the 
Right of private Judgment for every Man,in the 
Affairs of his own Salvation, '^ and that botlvfrom 
the plainell Principles of Reafon, and the plain- 
cADeciarations of theSci ipture. This is theFoun- 
dation of the Reformation, of the Chriftian Re- 
ligion, of all Religion, which neceiTarily impliea 
Choice and Judgment. But I need not labour » 
Point, that has been fo often demonftrated, fo 
many Ways. Indeed as every Mao believes hia 
own Opinions the belh becaufe the trueft, and 
ought charitably to wi(h all others of the fame 
Opinion, it muft fecm reafonable, theMagiftrate 
fiiuuld have ? publick Leadini^ la rcligiousAfiairSy. 
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but as he almolt for ever exceeds the dueBoondfy 
Ind as Error prevails ten Times more thanTroth 
In the Work)^ the Intereft of Truth^ and the 
tlfght of private Judgment feem better fecored^ 
by a univerfal Toleration, that ihall foppref» all 
Ih'ophanefs, and Immorality, and preierve every 
Party, in the free and ^ndifturbedLiberty of their 
Confciences, while they continue quiet St dutiful 

Subjeds to the State. 

» 

Our Fathers eftablilhed a muti»al Liberty of 
Confcience^when they firfth€orpora$9d themfelvis ; 
this they confirmed undtr thetr firft Patent^ and 
and at the Reftarathn^ they pefitiontd King 
Charles zd. (fibarUr') ^^ That they might be 
^ permitted, to hok) forth a lively Esperimenr,' 
^^ that a mcA flourilhing civil State, may (land, 
^^ and beft be maifttjiined, and that among Eng'- 
^ lijb Subjcds, with a full Liberty in teligiw 
•* Concernments^ and that true Piety rightly 
•* grounded on Gofpel Principles, will give the 
^ beft and the greateft Security to Sovereignty s 
^ add will lay in the Hearts of Men, theftrong- 
^ eft ObUgations to true Loyalty. "^ And the 
King was pleafed to make them a Gruniyhy which 
^ every Per/in may ever freely and fully baveiSen-- 
•* joy bis own Judgment or Confcience in Matters 
^ of religious Onarnmenty behaving bimfelf peaeea-- 
•* bty and quietly, and not ufing this Liberty^ for 
•• Uoentioufnefi, and Prvphanefs, nor to the civil 

" Injury, 



^* Injury^ or outward Oifturbdiace of otbors. ^ 
This happy Priviledgt we enjoy Fo this Day, thro* 
the divine Goodnefs ^ an^l the £J^pf rinienc has 
fully anfwered, and even t^eypnd is^hat might 
bave been expeAed, f/rom the firfi Attempt. The 
civil State has flourifhed, as well as if fec^red by 
ever fo many penal LaWtS, und an Inquifition to 
put them in Execution. Oor civil Officers have 
been chofen, out of every religious Society, % 
and the publick Peace has been as well preferved, 
tod the publick Councils as wellconduAed^aswe 
could have eiipe£ked,had we been aflifted by ever 
(b many religious Tefii. 

All Prophaoefi, and Immorality^ are ponifhed 
by the Laws made to fupprefs them ; and while 
thefe Laws are well ea^ecuted, ipeculative Opi>* 
oions, or Mode< of Worftiip^ can never difturb or 
injure the Peace of a State, that allows all its 
Subje^ an equal Liberty of Confcience. In- 
deed it is ftot V4fiity of Opinions^ or /eptrathn i» 

;^ It hat been no uncommon Sight, ro (ee Gentlemen of almoft 
every religious Perfwafion among ut, fitting on the fame 
Bench of Afagiftrsia together. And we may always expedb 
to (ee ify while that Princjole prevails, that the furcQWaf 
€0 prefer ve and enjoy our Charter Priviiedget, u fo td divide 
the Pofts of Honour^ Truft, and Profit among all Perfwg- 
fioni indifferently ; and in general, to prefer thp(e, gentle- 
men, of whatever religioui O^niont they are, that are o* 
rherwife bed qualified, to,(erve the Publick, and adort^theiff 
Srationi ; and to fuffer no one religious Sed| to monopo« 
l^ze the Places of ?owrcr, and Aathoricy* 
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Wofjbtp^ that makes Difurders^ and Ccnfufions in 
Government : It is the unjuft, unnatural, and ab- 
furd Attempt to force all to be of one Opinion, 
or to feign and diffcmblc that they are ; or the 
cruel s^nd impious punifhing thofe, who can^c 
change their Opinions without Light,or Reafon i 
and will not diifemble againft all Reafon, and 
Confcience. It is the wicked Attempt to force 
IWen to v\.o>fhip GOD in a Way,they believe He 
hath neitljer commanded,nor will accept ; and the 
reftrainifjg them from worfhipping Him in a Me^ 
chod, they think He has Jnftituted, and made 
neceifary for them ; and in which alone,tbey can 
be fincere Worfliippcrs, and acc^pt^d of GOD; 
in which alone, they can find Comfort, $: Peace 
of Confcience, and approve themfelves before 
GOD ; in which alone,they can be honeft Men, 
and good Chrillians. Perfecution will ever oc* 
cafion Confufion & Diforder, or if everyTongue 
is forced to confefs, and every Knee to bow to 
the Power of the Sword 2 this it felf is the great*' 
eft of all Diforders,and the worft of Confufions ia 
the Kingdom of Chrift Jefus. 

Liberty of Confcience was never more fuHy 
enjoyed in any Place,tban here ; and this Colony^ 
with foipe fioce formed on the fame Model, have 
proved that thp terrible Fears, that Barbarity 
would break \n^ where no particular Forms of 

Wprfhip or DUci^Hne are eAablifhed by the civil 

Power, 
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Power, are really vain aod groundlefs ; * and 
thac Cbriftianity can iubfift without a Naciondi 
Qiurch, or vifible Head j and without being in- 
corporated into the State. It fubfifted fo for the 
firft tbret hundred Tears ; yea, in Oppoiition and 
Defiance to all the Powers of Hell and Barth. 
And 'tis amazing to hear thofe who plead for 
penal Laws, and the Magiftrates Right, & Duty 
to govern the Church of Christ, to hear fuch 
Perfons, call the early Times, the golden Age of 
Chriftianity. 

However, as the. bed Things, the wifeft Infti- 
tutions are fubjeft tofome Inconveni^ncies,while 
fome Good may accidentally follow the very 
worft Things in the World, it may be worth our 
while to confider, whether feme Inconveniencies 
do not natuially, or have not in Fa£t, followed 
or attended our Conftitution. The popifh Inqni- 
fition it felf, which is fuch an open Tyranny o- 
ver Confcience^ and fuch an abfolute Deftrudtion 
of the Eflfentials of Chriftianity, and all true 
Religion, yet keeps up the Face and Shew of the 
greateft Decorum, Order, and Harmony imagi*. 
nable. It ought not to be wondred at, if an unli* 

* I am aware, fome fuch Chargesof Ignorance and Bar t>arttyy 
have been formerly infinoared, and thac the People lived 
in a Scare of Anarchy ; buc I hope, I have faid enough, to 
/hew the groanlefsnefs of T.ch Report! ; f^hich were the 
^cftsof Prpjudice, aod MifinforinatfOD. 
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mited Toleration of every Dodrine, or Form of 

Cbriftian Worfhip, tho' never fo juft in it felf, 

4rad fo ufeful and beneficial in many Refpeds, 

yet in fome other Refpeds^may be attended witb^ 

or produftive of fome Inconvenieocies. We 

know fome followed on theGofpel itfeif. It can't 

bewondredat, if fome (hould make an ill Ufe of 

tills Liberty ; yea, if this Liberty it felfy flidold 

be unhappily a Snare to fomeMen. Have,never 

any in no Parts of theColony, appeared bft, aiKl 

bewildred in a variety of Opinions round them ? 

At lead, is it not likely, there fliould be fome 

Ferfons fo weak and unftable ? Have never any 

pretended, to think it needlefs, or endlefs, to 

fearch after Truth, among fo many Pretenders to 

it ? And have not fome, in the Heat and Hurry 

of Difpute about the Circumftantials of Cfariftia- 

nity, the Circumftances of Order, Time, & Place, 

grown cold or negligent,abouttheVitals&£iIen* 

tials of theGofpelCovenant ? Hath not too much 

Zeal about outward Things, too often occafioned 

Ceiiforioufnefs, and Uncharitablenefs,and ftarved 

the Life of Religion > Is there no Foundation 

for thatCharafter that has been given of too many 

among us,that ^* they have a thoroughlndifFerence 

** -fwr a+l that is facred, being equally cafelefs of 
^^ outward Woifhip, and of inward Principles, 

** whether of Faith or Praaice/* And •^ that 
•^ they have worn off a feripus Senfe of all Re* 

^^ Jigion.^ It would be no ^opder if fome oral! 

thefe 
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thefc evil Confequeoces,/ (hould have fonowed^ia 
fome Degree i they have often done fo in other 
Places, even where there was not the like fair 
Occafioo. The Tempter alwaysjuits hisTempta- 
tions, to the Circumftances of thofe he afTauIcs. 
But thefe Things will be no goodObjedion againft 
Liberty of Confcience, becaufe infinitely greater 
Evils, neceflfariiy follow on Ferfecution foi Cons- 
cience fake. 

Neverthelefs our own Experience, on the Ob** 
fervations, and Reproaches of others, will dil^ 
pofe us to be peculiarly careful, againft all thefe 
Evils, and fome others, that ourConflitution may 
be peculiarly liable and expofed to. Here in a> 
particular Manner, let us be exhorted, 

1. To prevent our reJigiousDifferenceSy from he^ 
ingcver carried into our civil Affairs*'*^ Let them 
never make Factions in Government. i^—« 

2. Let us {kudyfor Peace^ and lopromote m«tnat 
Love among Cbriftians of every Denomination. We 
fhould love all of Christ, we fee in them, and 
as far as poflible fpeak the fame Things. On the 
one Hand, we (hou)d take heed that Charity and 
mutual Forbearance don't fink into Lukewarmnefs 
and Indif&rence to the Truth of the divine Infti- 
tutions ; and on the other Hand, we fiiould main- 
rain our own Opinions, and manage the Defence 
of them, when Need requires it, with a Cbriftian 
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Spirit of Candour, and Moderation. Efpeciall^^ 
let us be warned by our own Hiftory,totake heed 
of imputing to others, the Confequences we think 
follow from their Opinions 3 if on the Account 
ci the Confequences, we can't embrace their O- 
pinions, yet let us remember, every Man's Op]«* 
nioo muft be taken from his own Underftanding, 
andjudgment, and not from the Underftanding, 
and Judgment of other Men. 

It is no Pleafure to any real ChriAian, to fee 
his Brethren, the Difcfples of JcsusChkist, 
fb divided as they are thro^ the World, in their 
Opinions of various Articles, of his Religion j and 
much lers,to fee them fo divided in theirAffedtions. 
Indeed, confidering the finite Capacity, and the 
Corruption of humane Nature,we ought toexped; 
a vaHety of Opinions in Religion, as well as in 
every Thing elfe. But as theEnemies to theCiofs 
of Chriil, make this, tho' unjuftly, a Reproach to 
Chrifiianity ^ and as many weak Perfons,are car- 
ried away with the Brrors of the Wicked, every 
iincere Chriilian can't help wifliing, that every 
tumbling Blotk, and Rock of Offence, was re- 
moved out of the Way, and that all Chriilians 
walked in the Truth, with one Confent of Heart 
and Voice. It is a Grief to a Chrittian, as 'cis a 
Scandal to the whole World, to fee Chriftians, 
Cfo called) foil of Envy, and Malice,hating, and . 
reviling one another, and fmiting with the Fift of 

Wickednefk 
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Wickedoefs. This, when all is faid and doDC, is 
a more full and jiift Argomenr^ that foch have no 
Part in Chrift, than any foppofed orthodoxy 
of Opinion, can be of their Intereft ia 

HinL F^ by this (fays he) fiall all Mtn kn9W 
that yc are my Difciples^ ify€ bavi Lov€ 0ne to anor 
tbif. Ic is- a glorious Sight, to fee the Difciples 
of J E s u s, live in Love & Peace, and •* fweetly 
bear with one another in their lefler Differences :^ 
To fee every one, keeping the Ordinances, as he 
thinks C H K I s T has commanded him, and at the 
fame Time, carefully abflaining from all £vil,and 
the Appearances of Evil 9 and pradifing whatfo* 
ever Things are true, honeft, juft, and pure ; 
whatfoeverThiogs are lovely ,and of goodReport. 

When we havePreedom to fearch theScr tpture , 
and Liberty to believe, and profefs what we find 
there revealed, how unhappy would it be, if any 
ihould negleA their Priviledge, and be Fools and 
flow of Heart to improve the Opportunity they 
enjoy } How unhappy would it be,if any ihould 
negledl the Worihip of GOD, and thelnflitutions 
ofCHRisTjEsu s,becaufe they are not enforced 
by humane penal Laws } Let us be all able evec 
to give aji Anfwer to every one, that asks us a 
Reafpn of the Hope that is in us, with Meeknefs^ 
^nd Fear ; and let us lay afide all Wrath, Anger^ 
Malice, Bigotry, and Cenforioufnefs i and en-« 
deavour to pay a univerfal and conltant Regard 
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10 ihe Will of GOD» revealed in biiWord. 
Let us be united to Chrift Jefus by a true & living 
Faitb ; and let every Man take heed how he build- 
cth : Other Foundation can no Man lay ^ than that 
wbicb is laid^ viz. the Prophets & Apbftles, 7^f^^ 
Cbrift bimf elf being tbe great corner Stone. Now if any 
Man build on tbts Foundation^ Gold^ Silver^ precious 
Stones^ IVood^ Hay^ Stubble ; every Man^sJforkJbaU 
be made manifefi. For tbe Day Jhall declare ity be-^ 
caufe it Jhall be revealed by Fire j and the Fire Jhall 
try every Man^s ff^ark^ of what fort it is. If any 
Man's fVork Jhall be burnt ^be Jhall fufferhofs ^ but hi 
himfelf Jhall be faved I yetfo^ as by Fire. 

3. Above all Things, lot us unite in tbepraSico 
cf Piety and Halinefs. Let us do juftly , and love 
Mercy, and walk humbly with GOD ^ let us deny 
all Ungodlinefs, and every worldly Luft, & live 
foberly, righteoufly, and godly, and perfed Ho- 
Jlnefs in the fear of GOD. TbefeThings we may 
do without any Offence to any Party of Chriftians* 
If we be followers of that which is Good, who are 
they that will harm us,or be offended at us on that 
Account. Each Party requires all Men, to be re* 
deemed from a vain Convcrfation 5 every Party 
owns theNcce(nty,if they differ in thcNature df the 
t)bligation of tbefe Duties : Let us then unite in 
the Pradice of them,and have our Cobverfation^ 
^s becoiiieth thcGofpel, which we in comtnon pro- 
fefs. How unhappy, how inexcufable, would it 
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be /if Liberty of Confcience (bould degenerate into 
Licencioufnefs^and open aDoor for a Flood of Im-* 
moralities ? If while we plead a Right to think, 
and judge for our felves, and rejeS all meer hu- 
man Authority^ in Matters of Faith Sc Worfiiip ^ 
we fliould negled the facred Laws of GOD, and 
the unalterable, and eternal Duties of Morality > 
It is certainly a Reproach to Chriftians^that they 
can be fo zealoufly afFeded, about the Things, 
which are peculiar & diftinguifhing to each Sedt 
refpedively, and yet be focold, and negligent of 
thofe^wherein they all agree. It is reafonable to 
fuppofe thofeDodrines & Duties, which all agree 
In, are the moil important, and eflential. Let ul 
then be truly concerned to glorify ,& ferve GOD, 
by a true & fpiritiial Worfhip, and the Vertuesof 
a goodLjfe ; and to imitate theExampIe,which the 
great Author and fioifher of our Faith hath fet us. 
I#et us held faft the Form of found Words we 
have received, and not make Shipwrack of Faith, 
end a good Confcience. 

IV. I hope I Ihall be excured,if on thisOccafion, 
I exhort the Members of this Church in particular^ 
to review the merciful Providence of GOD^ which 
bavebitherto pre/erved this Vine^ which we truft, 
bis own Right Hand bath planted. We may fing 
of Judgment and of Mercy; in many fore Loflfes 
and Bereavements ; in feme uncomfortat^le Con- 
tentions; and in t totaj failure of Eld^s, for 

R z , Viaoy 
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many Years together. Neverthclcfs,ihe burning 
Bufh has not beenconfumed ^ theChurchhasftiil 
fubfifted, and been refettled again in Peace and 
Comfort. Various are the Storms in which this 
Church has been tofTed ^ but ihro* them all^GOD 
has prefcrved us. May we,' and our Succcflbrs, 
be as a Name, and a Praife to Bim, throughout 
all Generations ! Let us pray the Father of 
Lights, and the Lord of the Harveft, to revive 
and profpcr his Work in the midft of thefe Years. 
May He unite our Hearts toLove Him more^and 
Serve Him better^ and to Love one another, and 
ilrive together to promote his Glory, and our mu- 
tual Edification,^ and Growth in Grace. May he 
thaP vilnijiretb Seed to the Sowpr^ hotb minifter Bread 
jor your Food^ and muUipJy the Seed fouon^ and in-^ 
creafe the Fruits of your Kighteoufnefs. 

As this \V9^9 the firft Society, fettled in Church 
order on this Ifland, as 'cis the eldeft, Oho' nearly 
the leaH) let us ftrive to go before all others, in 
the primitive Simplicity, Love^^ Ii^^^gtity, and 
publick Spiritednefs. 

Let us confider, whether we make good the 
Ground of tbofc pious & excellent Chriftiaiia^wbo 
firft formed this Church ^ & whether theSuccfflfors 
of Men, fo holy, and fo zealou5,are not obliged in 
a fingular Manner, to imitate them, wherein they 
followed Christ. Wc have profefTpd i Sub- 
jedion to the Goi'peJ of C h r i s t j let ourLigbts 



An Hijlorical Dr/cour/i^ 8tc. 117 

ihine before Men ; let us adorn the Dodrine of 
God our Saviour, in allThings ^ and let us hold 
the Beginning of our ConBdence, ftedfaft to the 
End ^ and let us confider one another^to provoke 
unto Love, and to good Works : In fine, let as 
c!boflexid earn^ftly for the Faith, and Order of the 
Gor[>el, once delivered to the Saints ; and at thq 
fame Time, maintain the unity of the Spirit in 
theBonds of Peace. Him that is weak in theFaith 
receive, but not to doubtful Difputations. And 
the GOP of Patience & Confolation grant us to 
be like minded one towards another^ according 
to Christ Tesus. 

V. Is it not proper to rentarkj tlie very ^^great 
Alteration which the merciful Providence of GOD has 
tnade^ in the outwardCircumjt antes ^andAccommoda-- 

tions of the Inhabitants of the Jjland and Colony ^finc^ 
their firji Settlement here. 

We have reafon to think, the very firfi Setlers^ 
did not come ben empty handed ^ * but as their Stock, 
on which they lived,^ was by Degrees confumed, 
the produce of wild Lands was able to go but a 
little way, in purchafing a new Supply of many 
Comforts of Life; and they were obliged to make 
an hardShift with fuchThings,as the prefentGene- 
ration perhaps may too much defpife. I don*t well 
If now, how to defcribe theDifference in fome Arti- 
cles, in fuitable §CgraveExpreflions: the mention 

* Vid,Mr.Cil^^»*sWay of CoDgrcgatiouaVGVvaicVv^^Oiwx^^^^ ^^* 
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SCo Conclude^ Should not this Solemnity put us in 
Mind vf our mart a I tranfitory Conditio ny and fo ftir 
us up the more, to give Diligence to make our 
Calling and Eledion Aire. The Generations of 
Men are paffing away continually. Not one Per^ 
y^n^that we know of, is now alive, of all tbofs wbo 
began tbis Settlement ; and but few remain of the 
fecond Generation. Death is daily preying upon 
4IS. Should we not then be the more quickned 
in the fecuring our eternal Welfare ? Should we 
S)0t do with our Might, what our Hands find to 
do^ before the Night of Death overtakes us ? 

Let us remember we are Strangers and Pilgrims 
bere^ as were all our Fatbers ; and let us feek after 
a City which is to come, which hath Foundations, 
whofe Builder & Maker is GOD. And let us be 
followers of thofe, who throughFaith & Patience, 
inherit the Fromifes. 

Let this Occafion, an Occafion we can never ex* 
pelt againy excite us to number our Days aright ; 
fo as to apply our Hearts to true Wifdom. May 
we fo prepare for Death and Judgment, and the 
eternal World, as that an Entrance may be at laft 
adminiftred to us into the EverlaftingKingdom of 
our Lord & Saviour Jesus Christ: IVbicb 
GOD of His infinite Mercy grant tbro^ Him : S'o 
whom witbtbe Father and tbe Holy Spirit,^^^^ 
H-ncury Glory £J Power ^ both now ^ ever. AMEN. 

F / N I S. 



Ml 



I* 



